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On The Cover: 
Just when you thought Summertime 
Corvette Cruising was over this year, along 
comes Carolina blue skies, mild 
temperatures and beautiful fall color!  
QCCC members had many opportunities 
to enjoy their Corvettes and the fall foliage 
in October.  Check out all the activities in 
ÔÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ 'ÁÚÅÔÔÅȦ          
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he Queen City Corvette Gazette is the official newsletter of the Queen City 
Corvette Club (QCCC), established in 1968, and is published monthly by 

volunteers and members of QCCC.  Subscription rates are free for members.  
Guests can receive up to three months of newsletter issues, and then are removed 
from mailing list if they havenôt participated in any QCCC events. Cost for postage 
and production is paid for through membership dues.  Membership list and financial 
data are not published for guest copies.  For change of address and all other QCCC 
inquiries, write to: Queen City Corvette Club, PO Box 77153 Charlotte, NC 28271-
7002.  
 

QCCC is a non-profit club (501-C7) whose members all share a common 
appreciation and love of Americaôs Sports Car ï the Corvette.  Dues and donations 
are not tax deductible.  In addition to various social activities for members, QCCC 
raises money for and participates with various local charities.  We strive to promote 
exciting, safe and fun ways to enjoy our Corvettes.  We hold business meetings on 
the second Saturday of each month.  Our monthly business meeting usually incorporates social time.  Our socials are always fun and are 
focused around fellowship, food & drink.  Weôve had swimming parties, bar-b-ques, cookouts, day cruises and weekend trips.  We 

participate in / conduct mountain tours, holiday parades and several 
homecoming parades at local area high schools.  We also support and 
participate in local auto shows and hold charity Corvette shows each 
year.  After an initiation fee of $7.00, club dues are only $8.00 a month, 
per family, and are to be paid quarterly or annually.  These dues go to 
cover the costs of running the club, mailing newsletters, and subsidizing 
the costs of our meetings.  Club officers and supporting staff serve as 
volunteers. 
 

To become a member of the QUEEN CITY CORVETTE CLUB, you must 
own a Corvette and attend at least three (3) monthly business meetings 
and two (2) events within a six-month time period.  Come check us out ï 
we love to meet fellow Corvette Enthusiasts!   Express your wishes for 
membership during a monthly business meeting and be voted in, begin 
paying dues and having fun!  If you canôt join us, please WAVE! 
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TTThhheee   PPPrrreeesssiiidddeeennnttt¢¢¢sss   VVVaaauuulllttt      

 
 

his year is the 100th anniversary of Chevrolet Motor 
Company, the division of GM that builds the cars we 

love, the Corvette.  I was in Flint 
Michigan this summer for the 
anniversary, and visited several 
different museums in the motor city 

area.  Something that really struck home was seeing all the 
ŶƂƁƁŸŶƇżƂƁƆ ŵŸƇƊŸŸƁ ƇŻŸ ŹƂƈƁŷŸƅƆ ŴƁŷ żƁƁƂƉŴƇżƉŸ ƀżƁŷƆ ƇŻŴƇ ƀŴŷŸ ƇŻŸ ŴƈƇƂƀƂŵżſŸ żƁŷƈƆƇƅƌ.  ŜŻŸƉƅƂſŸƇLƆ 
incorporation date was November 3, 1911, so I thought this month would be good for the beginning history of 
Chevrolet.  
  
William C. Durant owned a very successful business in Flint, MI called Durant-Dort Carriage Company, building as 
many as 50,000 horse drawn carriages and wagons per year.  Durant was intrigued by the automobile business, so 
he bought controlling interest in the Buick Motor Company on Nov 4, 1904.  That year Buick built 37 automobiles. 
Billy Durant, being a born promoter, went to work to increase sales in 1905 to 750 units and 1400 units in 1906.  
With every year of sales increase, he sold more stock in the company; building up the bank account to enable his 
vision of a vast manufacturing complex.  By 1907 two new models were introduced at Buick as sales tripled to 
4641 units, making them the second largest auto company - only Ford outpaced them.  
  

Durant, being a restless guy, was not satisfied. To produce more automobiles he needed more brands.  He formed 
a holding company September 16, 1908, for $1000.00, put Buick assets into it, and called it General Motors.  Six 
weeks later he acquired Oldsmobile by exchanging GM stock for 75% controlling interest.  The Durant-Dort 
Carriage Co., which continued building carriages until 1917, put one million dollars into GM stock.  By the 
summer of 1909 GM had acquired Oakland, Cartercar, Elmore, Welch, but the crown jewel, which was acquired 
July 27, 1909, was Cadillac.  Cadillac had been formed in 1902 from the remnant of the Henry Ford Motor Co.  
Durant paid $4.5 million for Cadillac and now had a premium 4-cycle automobile in his lineup. 
   
The rapid expansion brought problems in 1910.  Of all the acquisitions, only Buick & Cadillac were making money.  
Durant had to borrow $15 million to keep GM afloat.  The bank lent the money, but forced Durant to leave the 
company he started.  Durant remained on the board of directors, but the CEO job went to the very capable 
Charles W. Nash, who moved up from production manager.  That position was filled by another famous name, 
Walter P. Chrysler.   
 

After losing control of GM, Billy Durant formed Republic Motors.  He raided Buick for 
ƃŸƅƆƂƁƁŸſ, źŸƇƇżƁź ŰżſſżŴƀ ťżƇƇſŸ, ƊŻƂ ƊŴƆ śƈżŶžLƆ źŸƁŸƅŴſ ƆƈƃŸƅżƁƇŸƁŷŸƁƇ, ƇƂ ŵƈżſŷ Ŵ ŶŴƅ ƈƁŷŸƅ 
ƇŻŸ ťżƇƇſŸ ƁŴƀŸ.   šŸ ŴſƆƂ źƂƇ śƈżŶžLƆ #1 ƅŴŶŸ ŷƅżƉŸƅ, ťƂƈżƆ ŜŻŸƉƅƂſŸƇ, ƇƂ ŶƂƀŸ ƇƂ ūŸƃƈŵſżŶ.  
Chevrolet had wanted to build a car under his name and on Nov 3, 1911 Chevrolet Motor Co 
was incorporated with Louis Chevrolet as consulting engineer.  Durant needed the name 
recognition that Chevrolet brought to the new venture.   

 

By 1911 the Little Motor Company started building a new lightweight, four cylinder 
inexpensive car, as Chevrolet struggled to build a prototype.  Durant wanted a small 
ŶŴƅ ƇƂ źƂ ŻŸŴŷ ƇƂ ŻŸŴŷ ƊżƇŻ şƂƅŷLƆ ŦƂƇŸſ-T, which produced over 69,000 units in 1911, 
but Chevrolet wanted to have his name on a luxury car.  In 1912 Chevrolet started 
ƃƅƂŷƈŶżƁź ťƂƈżƆLƆ ƃƅƂƇƂƇƌƃŸ, Ŵ ſŴƅźŸ 6 ŶƌſżƁŷŸƅ ƇƂƈƅżƁź ŶŴƅ ŶŴſſŸŷ ƇŻŸ ŜſŴƆƆżŶ ŬżƋ, ƊŻżŶŻ 
sold for $2150.  That put it in the upper price level, as Model Ts at the time sold for 
about $600.  Chevrolet only produced 2998 units in 1912 and 5987 in 1913.   
 

Durant merged the Little Motor Company into Chevrolet in late 1913, and in 1914 
the Little Four became the Chevrolet Baby Grand touring car and the Chevrolet 
Royal Mail, a small four cylinder roadster that sold for $750.  1914 was also the year 
the now famous Chevrolet bowtie emblem was used on the front grill.  In 1915 
ŜŻŸƉƅƂſŸƇ żƁƇƅƂŷƈŶŸŷ ƇŻŸ M490N. ŭŻŸ ƁŴƀŸ ƊŴƆ ŴſƆƂ ƇŻŸ ƃƅżŶŸ ƂŹ ƇŻŸ ŶŴƅ, ƊŻżŶŻ ƊƂƈſŷ 
compete with the Model-T.  Chevrolet sold 63,000 units that year.   

T 

Chevrolet Classic Six 

Chevrolet Baby Grand 
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Billy Durant had started buying up GM stock 
after his ouster, and after his banner year with 
Chevrolet in 1915, had acquired enough shares 
along with silent partner Pierre S. DuPont to 
take GM back over at the October 1915 board 
meeting.  Durant would lose control of GM for 
good in 1920.  He died in Flint, MI in 1947 at the 
age of 87, the manager of a bowling alley.  
Louise Chevrolet left his namesake at the end of 
1913, never to return.  After the 1929 stock 
market crash Louis went to work at a Chevrolet 
plant as a line mechanic.   He died in 1941 at age 
62.  Chevrolet Motor Company overtook Ford in 
sales in 1927 before Ford introduced the Model-
A.  Chevrolet and Ford would trade sales 
leadership for the next 80 years.  
 

ūŸƀŸƀŵŸƅ ƇŻŸ ƊŴƉŸ, ŴƁŷ ſŸƇLƆ ŷƅżƉŸ KŸƀ ŴƁŷ 
enjoy them! 

Steve Pelchat 

 

Ladies Block Party  
 

QCCC Ladies Turn Kenõs Garage into a Craft Shop and 
Create Beautiful Treasures of the Season 
 

Concord - Lois & Ken Watts hosted a memorable event that was fun 
and informative and still has the Ladies talking.  Rumor has it that Ken 
had as much fun as the Ladies! 

If youôre a fan of Johnny Depp, the actor 

who starred in Edward Scissorhands, 

Pirates of the Caribbean, Alice in 

Wonderland, Fear and Loathing in Las 

Vegas, Donnie Brasco, Sleepy Hollow, and 

many more, youôll be interested to know he 

has a 1959 Red Corvette Roadster.  He was 

presented the Corvette that he drove in his 

latest film The Rum Diaries by the producer 

to show his appreciation to the actor for his 

work in the film.  The producer, Graham 

King, said the Corvette was ñan amazing 

car.ò  Now we know what you give a man 

who has everything.  Thanks to Wade 

Stickels for finding this bit of trivia. 
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ith the coming of cooler weather we can start thinking about 
Christmas. YIPES!!  Our Christmas Party will be on December 10 at 

Pleasant Hill Presbyterian Church.  It will be a covered dish dinner with 
the Club providing the ham.  We will also have a gift exchange for those who want to participate.  The gifts should 
be generic and in the $15-$20 ƅŴƁźŸ.  ūŸƀŸƀŵŸƅ żƇ żƆ ŽƈƆƇ ŹƂƅ ŹƈƁ ƁƂƇ ƇƂ żƀƃƅŸƆƆ.  ŰŸLƅŸ ŹƅżŸƁŷƆ ƁƂƇ ŹŴƀżſƌ!!!  ŰŸLſſ 
let you know closer to the date what your food assignments will be. 
 

While we are talking about dates, be sure to put our Awards Banquet on your calendar.  It will be on January 28th.  
ŰŸLſſ ŵŸ ŴƇ ƇŻŸ šżſƇƂƁ ŷƂƊƁƇƂƊƁ ŴźŴżƁ ƊżƇŻ ƆƃŸŶżŴſ ƅƂƂƀ ƅŴƇes and of course a Hospitality Suite.  We always have 
a great time and we hate for any of our QCCC friend to miss it, so save the date.    
 

We had a great trip to Helen, Ga. for the Oktoberfest.  We visited the Paratrooper Museum in Toccoa, Ga. and 
then drove on to Helen.  We had an authentic German dinner that night and toured the town afterwards.  On 
Saturday some went on a leaf tour and some went shopping in Dahlonega, Ga.  That evening we went to the 
Festhalle ŴƁŷ ſŸƇLƆ ŽƈƆƇ ƆŴƌ MŰŻŴƇ ŻŴƃƃŸƁƆ żƁ Helen ƆƇŴƌƆ żƁ šŸſŸƁN.  Oh, wait there are pictures!!!        
Great fun was had by all!       
 

Susan Kurt 
Social Director 

 

 

W 


