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he Queen City Corvette Gazette is the official newsletter of the Queen City Corvette Club (QCCC), established in 1968, and is published 
monthly by volunteers and members of QCCC.  Subscription rates are free for members.  Guests can receive up to three months of 

newsletter issues, and then are removed from mailing list if they havenôt participated in any QCCC events. Cost for postage and production is 
paid for through membership dues.  Membership list and financial data are not published for guest copies.  For change of address and all 
other QCCC inquiries, write to: Queen City Corvette Club, PO Box 77153 Charlotte, NC 28271-7002.  
 

QCCC is a non-profit club (501-C7) whose members all share a common appreciation and love of Americaôs Sports Car ï the Corvette.  Dues 
and donations are not tax deductible.  In addition to various social activities for members, QCCC raises money for and participates with various 
local charities.  We strive to promote exciting, safe and fun ways to enjoy our Corvettes.  We hold business meetings on the second Saturday 
of each month.  Our monthly business meeting usually incorporates social time.  Our socials are always fun and are focused around fellowship, 
food & drink.  Weôve had swimming parties, bar-b-ques, cookouts, day cruises and weekend trips.  We participate in / conduct mountain tours, 
holiday parades and several homecoming parades at local area high schools.  We also support and participate in local auto shows and hold 
charity Corvette shows each year.  After an initiation fee of $10.00, club dues are $100 per year to be paid semi-annually or annually.  These 
dues go to cover the costs of running the club, mailing newsletters, and subsidizing the costs of our meetings.  Club officers and supporting 
staff serve as volunteers. 
 

To become a member of the QUEEN CITY CORVETTE CLUB, you must own a Corvette and attend at least three (3) monthly business 
meetings  within a six-month time period.  Come check us out ï we love to meet fellow Corvette Enthusiasts!   Express your wishes for 
membership during a monthly business meeting and be voted in, begin paying dues and having fun!  If you canôt join us, please WAVE 
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Presidentôs Message 

I Told You So 

 
Bill Cruthis 

 
 

Ever heard that from your parents? Well this time it is from the El Presidento.  I told you this would be 

the best spring ever and we are only 2 weeks into it. 

 

First, thanks to my good friend Dollar Bill, I made my first trip to the plant/museum in Bowling Green, 

and yes I am ashamed to say after 57 years of Corvette chasing that this was my first trip. Visiting the 

museum is no different than going home for a week at Momôs. Most of us have lost our parents by now, 

however think back a few years, you would call home to let her know you were coming. The first thing 

she would say is I will have dinner waiting, your favorite_____ (you fill in the blank). The museum is 

no different. Whatever your favorite is, it will be in there. The plant is fascinating. How they do that 10 

hours a day for 5 days a week. Let me just say this. If you visit the museum and it does not pull at your 

heart strings, then you have bought the wrong car. It made me even more proud to be an American, more 

proud that I have been a part of this chase of the perfect Corvette since 1958.  If you visit the museum 

and do not understand how important it is to contribute to the legacy of the great American sports car, 

then come and see me. When you see what all they accomplish, you cannot help but want to be a part of 

it. Folks, it does not operate without funding. So please consider joining the museum and help keep our 

dreams alive. For gosh sakes you will blow $75 on a meal and a movie these days. Come on, join in on 

the fun. Remember the QCCC trip to the museum in July. 

 

Then a week later, auto fair. Good weather and the best of friends. I have such admiration of the QCCC 

folks, wherever we gather. We have such fun just looking and discussing our Corvettes. We had nearly 

the max of 30 cars per day.  Keith in his most brilliant moment started the Presidentôs Award at the Auto 

Fair.  So now I am dealt the hand of selecting between 30 nearly perfect, spotless, polished Corvettes, 

not to mention all the different generations. I cannot win regardless of my heartôs attraction to the C3ôs, 

admiration of the C2ôs, or obvious love of the C7.  My selection finally rested on ignoring the generation 

and looking for a high mileage unrestored car that was super clean. I settled on the convertible of Brian 

and Michelle Moore, 65,000 miles and totally dirt free. I have no idea how you can drive from Statesville 

to Auto Fair and not get yourself at least a little bit filthy. I only wish one day for my C7 Z06 to be that 

spotless once it has that mileage. There is a better chance of Washington balancing the budget than that 



4 

 

happening.  What a great Auto Fair and what a wonderful group of folks to share it with. I thank you all.  

QCCC rocks. 

 

The April meeting and picnic at the Loftin museum.  Amongst the Portland, Oregon weather all we asked 

for was one pretty day. This must prove god drives a Corvette and not a Volksporschewagon. After 5 

miserable wet days and before 2 more of the same, the skies parted and the sun shone down on a little 

acreage of heaven on earth, otherwise known as the Loftin Bar None Ranch. What a great place to have 

our meeting. Pat Bonino can throw one heck of a party. You have to admit, having a couple of social 

hours before the meeting is a great time to renew old friendships and to meet the new folks. Tommy and 

Brenda are so gracious to allow us in their space. What a job they have done. Thanks to all that came out 

and all that did the work we had a great meeting. If you did not enjoy that day you must be needing to 

up the dose on your meds. Now some head to the Bash at the museum and others to the Trump Concours 

show. 

 

So only 2 weeks into spring and wow. I told you this would be the best spring ever. Now in 3 weeks, 

Corvettes in the Round meeting at Fredôs Church. This is a fantastic idea of Paul Mitchellôs and another 

chance for a 2 hour social prior to the meeting. Right after that Carolina Vines trip. Wine and beer at 

Judyôs shop in Denver, then wine and pizza at the Carolina Vines bar in Newton. What is not to like 

about that. Follow that the next weekend at the Shelton Winery trip and Corvette show. That will finish 

us up for May, but remember you must have your money and photo in by May first to be sure you are 

included in the QCCC 18 month Corvette calendar. Remember, there is not room for everyone in the 

calendar. Do not be left out. These calendars will make great presents for you grandkids. They also will 

be collectorôs items about the same time as the C6 Z06.  In other words not in your lifetime. Send in 

your money and photos, your car can be accompanied by you kids, grandkids, pets, or fully clothed 

wives. 

 

In closing, just sayin, thanks for all you do for me, and for QCCC. You are the Heartbeat of America.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

LEFT LANE AND HAMMER DOWN,   THE CRUôS BLUEôS, 

365 HP---505 HP---650 HP 
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TALES AND TRAILS FROM UP 

YONDER 

Paul Mitchell, Vice President 

 

The 2015 NCM Bash is over, and as usual, man what a BASH!  

Queen City was represented by 51 members ï probably the 

most of any club from over 50 miles from Bowling Green.  As 

usual, there were seminars, vendors, Corvette dignitaries, and 

lots of devoted owners and fans.  I was expecting around 25% 

of the cars to be C7ôs, but I really think it was more like 40%.  To say the C7 is a big hit is an 

understatement.  We saw the new 2016 models, including the limited edition C7R street car.  With a few 

decals and numbers on the doors, you would swear it was a race car going down the street.  A couple of 

new colors and new interior trim/colors were also displayed.  As usual, the Corvette always gets a little 

better and more interesting. 

But put aside all the cars, parts, accessories, and activities, and you get the main reason to attend the 

Bash ï the people.  Because we had such a large representation of QCCC, you always saw someone you 

recognized.  But you always meet many new people, ones that you will remember next year and beyond.  

That is the real draw here. 

The banquet on Saturday night was quite a spectacle.  We had three members of QCCC take the center 

stage and, well, letôs just say they were not BASHful.  First our very own Lifetime Board Member, Paul 

Mariano, turned into Sir Elton John, complete with hat, boa, and banging the piano, ñsingingò a few of 

his famous tunes.  Much like when you see your first live volcano, or your first sighting of Bigfoot, this 

will be remembered forever.  Next, Charlie Meade was transformed into Elvis.  Yes, that Elvis, with 

hair, glasses, scarf, and the moves.  Charlie displayed moves that amazed the audience and probably 

amazed himself as well.  Then we had the finale ï Michael Bullard as one of the Village People.  He was 

the fireman, and was the C in YMCA.  Thatôs a lot of responsibility, but he pulled it off with dignity and 

grace.  Not really.  If you ask around, there may be videos of all three of these amazing feats of 

entertainment.  For mature audiences only, and donôt watch completely sober. 

At the Winnerôs Circle dinner, Paige and I were honored to represent all members of QCCC in accepting 

the award for the contributions from the club to the Museum.  But more impressive was when all 

members present from QCCC were asked to stand up.  There was an audible gasp from the audience 

because of the number standing.  All were standing because of significant personal contributions to the 

Museum in the last year.  What a proud moment for us all.  This was a clear indication of how QCCC is 

the best Corvette club in the nation ï avid Corvette owners that support our very own shrine to the car 

we love.  As always, QCCC was the shining star of the Bash!   

Love óem, cherish óem, drive óem.  Itôll make you and your car smile! 

 



8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Queen City Corvette Club             
Club Board and Business Meeting Minutes 

 

For Newsletters, Minutes, Calendars, etc. 
 

                       Web Site Updates : 
 

http://queencity Corvette .com/Archive/Archives.htm  

 

 Snapshot of Planned Events in the next few months: 

 

May 
9 QCCC Business Meeting, Ice Cream Social Details & Information 

16 Day trip to Carolina Vines, Newton NC Details & Information 

23 Shelton Vineyard's Vettes for Vets - Commemorative Corvette Label  Details & Information 

June 
5-6 Corvettes at Myrtle Beach Details & Information 

6 Streetside Classics Annual Charity Car Show Details & Information 

13 QCCC Business Meeting  Details & Information 

20 Dale Earnhardt Chevrolet Annual Car Show Details & Information 

27 Troutman Independence Celebration Parade  Details & Information 

July 
11 QCCC Business Meeting   

18 Beach Music & Vettes - Foothills Corvette Club Details & Information 

16-19 National Corvette Museum, Corvette Plant, and Motorsport Park, QCCC Visit See Paul Mariano 

 

http://queencitycorvette.com/Archive/Archives.htm
http://www.queencitycorvette.com/2015%20Calendar/QCCC%20Ice%20Cream%20Social%20flyer%20May%209%202015.pdf
http://www.queencitycorvette.com/2015%20Calendar/05%202015%20Bus%20Mtg%20Notice.pdf
http://www.queencitycorvette.com/2015%20Calendar/Day%20trip%20to%20Carolina%20Vines%20Newton%20NC.pdf
http://www.queencitycorvette.com/2015%20Calendar/Corvette%20Label%20flyer%202015.pdf
http://www.queencitycorvette.com/2015%20Calendar/Corvette_2015%20shelton%20show%20flyer.pdf
http://www.queencitycorvette.com/2015%20Calendar/Myrtle%20Beach%200605062015.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/events/1633928783497056/
http://www.queencitycorvette.com/2015%20Calendar/06%202015%20Bus%20Mtg%20Notice.pdf
http://www.earnhardtautomotive.com/autoshow/
http://www.queencitycorvette.com/2015%20Calendar/Troutman%20Parade%202015.pdf
http://www.foothillscorvetteclub.com/BeachPreview.html
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       Bonino Banter  

ï The Social Scene 
 

 

 

Have any of you ever thought about what it means to have a ñpassionò for something?  By definition one 

meaning would be ñsomething that you enjoy or love doing very muchò. Another meaning is 

ñovermastering feeling or convictionò.  

 

Now letôs look at us in this club. How many of us have ña passionò for our cars?  I would venture to say 

A LOT!!!!  Itôs not hard to see the sparkle in the eyes of our members as they wash their cars to get ready 

for a show or drive their Corvettes to a day outing and caravan with other ñpassionate QCCCersò!!! 

 

Now letôs go a step furtheré.how many of us have a ñpassionò for the QCCC community that we are? 

Again I would bet A LOT!!! Why?  Because we humans thrive on social interaction.  As we age and 

have to face medical issues, caring for our elderly parents, helping our adult children, babysitting our 

grandchildren, figuring out how to live in our retirement years, etc., etc. this social interaction helps us 

to lighten the load, step off the responsibility platform for awhile and laugh, talk, share and enjoy friends 

who we can relate to on many levels!!!!  

 

This is a journey I choose to be on. I want to pack everything I can into having fun with all my QCCC 

Friends who I feel like are my extended family.  Letôs embrace all the new members and make them feel 

welcome. They have not yet had the chance to experience all the FUN we have hadéwe will need to 

show them the way. And my message to the newer members is éjoin in, come to events, go to dinners 

because trust me the more you do the more you will get out of Queen City Corvette Club! 

 

Pay attention to updates to come out and the website. I may be out of commission for awhile but we have 
lots of capable members who will be picking up the pieces to allow us to continue to have outings and 

events. You can always ask any of the Board Members to guide you if you are unclear about anything. 

 

Letôs have a great Spring and get those cars out often during the Summer! 

 

 

 

Pat  
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Automotive Directorôs Report 
 
Gary Cunningham 

 

It was a busy month of April, with Auto 

Fair, the Trump Concours Show, the picnic at the Loftin 

Museum, the Country Drive and Winery trip, and the 

NCM Bash. Itôs hard to believe that we are already 

ONE-THIRD of the way through this year.  Please 

review our event calendar, there is SO MUCH going on, 

and something for everyone.  

 

Let me highlight the Spring 2015 Auto Fair winners: 

 

C-1 Keith and Kelly Cross 

 

C-6 Brian and Michelle Moore 

C-2 Darrell Kirkley 

 

C-7 Norm Jungmann 

C-3 Fred Rice 

 

Participantôs Choice Winner was Fred Rice 

C-4 Michael Bullard The Presidentôs Award went to Brian and 

Michelle Moore 

C-5 Rick Mills, our Best of Show Winner 

 

 

 

 

Whatôs in a name, part deauxééééé 
Mike Bullard calls his C4 ñthe Toyò, because he plays hard with it.  He bought it at the 2012 Auto Fair.  

It was ñthe coolest car I could get for $10kò. 

Steve and Pat Bonino call their Vette ñMia Amoreò, which means ñMy Loveò, in Italian.  (I hear Dean 

Martin singing in the background éwhen the moon hits your eye like a big pizza pieéé..)  

Keith and Kelly Cross call their ô61 ñSqueakyò for a noise that just wonôt go away. 

Richard Craigôs license plate reads ñ2Quick4Uò.  Enough said thereéé.. 

 

I continue to think and dwell on the ñcommunity of the QCCCò.  As I attend meetings, 
events and activities, Iôm struck by the strong bond of fellowship and friendship that is the QCCC.  I see 

relationships that have grown waaaay past the ófriendô part and have become family; people genuinely 

glad to see each other, with hugs and embraces that mirror family love.  In an earlier article, I highlighted 

the meaning of ñclub.ò Now, letôs look at community: a unified body of individuals; a self-organized 

network of people with a common agenda.  That describes the QCCC to the letter:  people drawn together, 

because they want to be together, celebrating the unity of the Corvette AND the individuality of the 

Corvette, many different styles, models and colors.   

 

The QCCC is: an organized group of people who meet regularly, being drawn and held together 

by a common theme, united and joined in their love of Americaôs Sportscar, the Corvette.   
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Thereôs a site on Twitter that I follow, itôs called Life Is Good.  Itôs full of great 
quotes.  Hereôs a few of them to close out this month. 

A friend is one of the nicest things you can have and one of the best things you can be.   

Life doesnôt get easier, you just get stronger. 

It takes nothing to join the crowd; it takes everything to stand alone in the right. 

 

We are thick into the planning of our QCCC car show, the 4th Annual All-Chevy Charity 

Car Show, at Hendrick Motorsports on Sept 19th.   Tommy and I will be speaking with you, asking for 

your volunteer help and participation.  

 

And as always,  
 

Not gonna let them catch me, no, not gonna let them catch the Midnight Rider 

  

 

Gary  
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