Official Newsletter of NC’s Largest Corvette Club

QCCC January Business Meeting and
Chili Cook-Off
Hopewell Presbyterian
January 13, 2018

We Are Proudly Sponsored By City Chevrolet
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The Queen City Corvette Gazette is the official newsletter of the Queen City Corvette Club (QCCC), established in 1968, and
is electronically published and distributed monthly by volunteers and members of QCCC. Additional information regarding
QCCC is available at our website: www.queencitycorvette.com . QCCC is a non-profit club (501(c)(7)) whose members all
share a common appreciation and love of America’s Sports Car – the Corvette. Dues and donations are not tax deductible. In
addition to various social activities for members, QCCC raises money for and participates with various local charities. We
strive to promote exciting, safe and fun ways to enjoy our Corvettes. We hold business meetings on the second Saturday of
each month. Our monthly business meeting usually incorporates social time. After an initiation fee of $10.00 per person, club
dues are $100 per year to be paid semiannually or annually. These dues go to cover the cost of programs, events, running the
club, and subsidizing the cost of our meetings. Club officers and supporting staff serve as volunteers. To become a member
of the QUEEN CITY CORVETTE CLUB, you must be at least 21 years of age, own a Corvette and attend at least three (3)
monthly business meetings within a twelve-month period. Come check us out – we love to meet fellow Corvette Enthusiasts!
For additional membership information, visit https://queencitycorvette.com/?page_id=330 or contact our Membership
Director at membership@queencitycorvette.com . We would love to have you join us for a monthly business meeting. If you
can’t join us, please WAVE!
QCCC’s mailing address is: Queen City Corvette Club, PO Box 574 Paw Creek, NC 28130.
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Please visit the QCCC web site Archive page for
previous issues of the Gazette

Queen City

Corvette Conversations
~ Paul Mitchell, President

Last month this article talked about some exciting things going on this year. And as
of early February we already have a new updated logo and a new modern web site.
How’s that for excitement? So just imagine what could be going on in the months to
come. Rest assured, with our 60th Anniversary in full swing, the year will continue to
be exciting.
Also exciting was the 2017 Rolex 24 Hour IMSA Race at Daytona. The Corvettes ran
strong for the entire race, although the Ford stable was a little stronger this year. But
placing third and fourth means Corvette was ahead of all the other cars – Porsche,
BMW, and Ferrari were left in our dust. Let’s see what BOP changes might be made
as we prepare for Sebring.
But the most exciting event in Daytona was that QCCC won (again) the award for
having the most club members registered and present at the Corvette Corral. This
year we had 31 members there, which is truly an impressive showing. Not only does
QCCC dominate the Carolinas with our events and participation, we are an
impressive factor at the Daytona race supporting the Corvette Race Team. Well
done, QCCC!
Coming up in a few days is our annual Valentine meeting and dinner. Always a fun
and enjoyable meeting, I hope to see many members present. Right after that is our
Awards Banquet on March 3 at the Speedway Club. Don’t miss this gala as it is a
highlight of the year. Great food, awards for members participation during 2017, and
fabulous entertainment by Too Much Sylvia. Any other club can only wish they had a
function this grand.
After the banquet is our March meeting at Streetside. The weather is usually much
better, we can drive our cars to the meeting, and view all the amazing cars in the
showroom. That means spring is just around the corner. Then comes a very busy
April, with Auto Fair, our great meeting at the Loftin garage, and many members
going to the Bash in Bowling Green at the end of the month.
Yes, there is ice outside today as I write this, but the warm weather is getting closer
every day. Have patience. Keep the car warm and clean in the garage, and very
soon you will be doing what we all love to do……….
Love ‘em, drive ‘em, cherish ‘em. It’ll make you and your car smile.
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VeeP’s View with

What a great January Chili Cook Off we had. Good friends, great chili for the wonderful hot dogs,
and big THANK YOU to the Schmitt family for coordinating the event. Tom & Debbie Rockhold for
their first place finish!
Also, looks like the Eagles put a fly in the ointment for Tom Brady and the Pats, but at least it was
a close game, not a blow out, and everybody STOOD FOR THE ANTHEM! Go USA!
For those who have not seen the new QCCC website, you must check it out. Outstanding job by
Roger Winge, and huge shout out to the Beckers for all their support and guidance with the last
site. Here is the link for those who have not checked it out, https://queencitycorvette.com/.
I thought I would share a little bit of “What Happened in …..1957”;
1.
2.
3.
4.

Average Cost of new house $12,220.00
Cost of a gallon of Gas 24 cents
Average Cost of a new car $2,749.00
HI FI Portable Record Player $79.95 (holy cow, NOT CHEAP!)

But the most important event was;
Another iconic Corvette Milestone!! 1957 marked the first year fuel injection was available,
1,040 cars were equipped with the 283ci, Rochester Ramjet Fuel Injection (known as "Fuelies").
It was also the first year for the optional 4-speed transmission, only 664 cars were equipped with
the 4-speed from the factory.

Smoke’em if you got’em………………..(tires that is!)
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Click Here for the QCCC Website Homepage

Click Here for Last Month’s Club Board and Business Meeting Minutes
Click Here for Archived Newsletters

Calendar Snapshot of Planned Social Events for the Next Few Months:
FEBRUARY
QCCC Business Meeting & Valentine Dinner

VFW Club
Indian Trail

DETAILS

3

QCCC Annual Banquet

Speedway Club
Concord

DETAILS

10

QCCC Business Meeting

Streetside Classics
Concord

Auto Fair at Charlotte Motor Speedway

Charlotte Motor Speedway
DETAILS
Concord

10

MARCH

APRIL
7-8
21
26 - 28

QCCC Business Meeting and Club Picnic
NCM
Bowling Green, KY

NCM Bash

see Paul Mariano

Click Here for the Automotive Events Calendar
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
Social Director
Margo Gross
February 2018

January brought us a nice turnout at the meeting at Hopewell Baptist Church
and a great chili cookoff! If you weren't there, you not only missed seeing a lot of friends, but missed
tasting some really good chilis! Kudos to Paul and Chris Schmitt for doing such a great job organizing this
and pulling this all together. The competition is certainly growing and was very competitive! In addition,
once again many volunteers stepped up and brought desserts and other goodies to go along with the chili
and if that didn't fill you up there were plenty of hot dogs! Coming up this Saturday will be our Valentine’s
dinner at Indian Trails VFW. I am so pleased to have such a nice group of members who have offered to
help me decorate, including even a couple new members. I'm really looking forward to working with the
volunteers not only for this event but in all our future events.
At the January meeting I spoke briefly about our social volunteers and how important they are to the Club.
Those volunteers, men and women who help put together our many social events are a network beyond just
putting cookies on a tray and tablecloths on a table. I have always felt strongly that bonds begin to form
anytime you work together on a project and that's why this year one of my goals will be to encourage our
new members to get involved with the social committee so that they can begin to integrate themselves more
easily into the Club.
Now what do we have coming up in March! An evening when the ladies can take their pretty handbags
and fancy shoes out of the closets and our gentlemen can put on a sport coat and spray on some fancy
cologne! It's our Annual Awards Banquet which will be held Saturday, March 3rd at the The Speedway
Club, Charlotte Motor Speedway. Social Hour will begin at 5:00 PM, dinner at 6:00 PM. Our event will
be held on the 5th floor which is the large banquet room all on one level. Your dinner will be fillet mignon,
chicken marsala, chef’s choice of starch and vegetable, salad and dessert. Cost is only $35 per person for
members and $55 per person for prospective members. In addition, following the awards presentation
we will have for our dancing entertainment, Too Much Sylvia. This is one of our biggest events of the
year and is supplemented by the Club so please take part in it. This is a great night to catch up with old
friends you haven't seen in a while and also have a nice night out. Where else could you have a filet and
chicken and go dancing with a bunch of your good friends for $35? So if you want to go you will need to
RSVP me margoegross@gmail.com no later than February 24th and send your check to Craig Smith
at PO Box 574, Paw Creek, NC 28130.
Also in March I'm hoping to put together a couple short little outings. I know that April is going to be an
extremely busy month for the Club automotive wise and sometimes the weather doesn't always want to
cooperate either, so I was hoping that we might be able to sneak out for a little bit in March. I'm looking
forward to working with the new website on posting social details and encourage you all to get familiar
with the calendar as we will be using that faithfully in the future.
So, I hope to see many of you at the upcoming banquet. Hurry up and get your RSVPs in ASAP!
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February 2018 Newsletter
Automotive Director Input
Already into February and one month closer to Spring! I just completed the club’s registration material for
Spring Auto Fair at CMS. We currently have 38 signups for Saturday and 23 for Sunday. With our 30 slots
each day we need to work on Sunday and have a great showing each day. February is a little slow for QCCC
automotive activities, but we can participate in some area Cars & Coffee events. The Cars & Coffee events
are always fun, you get to check out a huge variety of cars and meet great car enthusiast. Check out the QCCC
website for details [February 10 @ Waterbean Coffee & February 24 @ Streetside Classics]. Victory Lane
Corvette Club always attends both events. Let’s get a bunch of QCCC Corvettes for everyone to enjoy and
meet some new friends. Dee Dee and I met Dr. Joe and Janice Estwanik at Cars & Coffee two years ago, they
are now QCCC members.
PS - Chevrolet today announced that the 2019 Corvette ZR1 set a production-car lap record on the 4.1-mile
Grand Course West at Virginia International Raceway with a time of 2:37.25. Beating the time set by the Ford
GT [$500,000+] a couple of days earlier. Check out the PDR recording of the lap it’s awesome:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=5&v=j7j1gCM6-5M

See you at the February Club Meeting
Roger Winge
Automotive Director
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Membership Director’s Report
February 2018
Paul Schmitt
“Building a GREAT Corvette Club One Member at a Time”

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!! YEP... this is the month when you just can’t
forget that special day. This day is meant to show your significant other how
much you really care. Diamonds, flowers, candy, perfume, a Hallmark card
are all on the list this month. You still have a few days guys and gals, so don’t
forget!!
Well we just returned from Daytona, Florida where we attended the 56th
ROLEX 24. We parked in the Corvette Corral, which was packed again this
year. The Corral, features 125 available spaces and sells out within hours
every year. It was great to see old friends from around the country that come
out to support their Corvette Racing Team each year. The food was great,
and we even had a “Shrimp Cocktail Hour” one afternoon. For us the Corral
offers a chance to check out all the Corvettes that are parked there. This year
Corvette Bloggers (Feb. 3rd) took pictures of many of the vanity license plates
in the lot. Those QCCC Members whose plates were shown in their article
were: Ron Berst, Bob Becker, Paul Mariano, Chris Wood, Keith Cross, Craig
Smith, Chuck Frederick, and Joe Estwanik.
The Corvette Racing Team and Cadillac Team were great!! In the Prototype
Class, The Mustang Sampling Cadillac Dpi-V.R. completed 808 laps around
the 3.56-mile track to finish first and WIN the event. Cadillac’s Whelen
Engineering Racing Team, (1 minute behind) finished second.
In the GTLM Class, the Ford GT led by the Chip Ganassi Racing Team
finished 1st and 2nd. His cars led all but 9 of the 783 laps completed. Our
Corvette Racing Team finished 3rd and 4th in the GTLM Class and we did
secure points, as we move forward to the next race at Seebring Florida. The
Ferrari 488 GTE Team finished 5th; Porsche GT Team 6th. and BMW 7th. The
fastest laps of the Ford GTs and Corvettes showed the Corvette’s running
about a half-second slower. Hopefully by Sebring, the BOP will be adjusted
for both Ford and Corvette.

On a more positive note, QCCC, with 30 plus members in there, won the
award for having the most members in attendance from a car club!
11

Welcome our Newest Members

Wayne Waddle
2013 White Convertible
60th Anniversary Edition
Charlotte N.C.
.

Donn & Nancy Kegel
2016 Daytona Sunrise Coupe
Waxhaw, N.C.

Doyle and Marie Coop
2014 Laguna Blue Convertible
Waxhaw, N.C.
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Total Membership – February 2018
Total Membership - 367
Total Families - 195
New Members through 2018 - 5
Total Prospective Members - 39
Potential PMs to be voted in next meeting – 5
Average Monthly Attendance - 132 (12 mos.)
Care and Compassion
Added to our Care and Compassion List this month are:
 John Meadows - Please continue to pray for John for a speedy
recovery and a good rehab on his Achilles tendon. John is home now
recuperating.
 Norm Jungmann - Please continue to pray for Norm as he is now in
rehab. He is at home as Marge is helping him with his recovery.

If you get a minute, I’m sure they both would love to hear from you
either an email, a card, or a phone call.

Upcoming Event Reminders - 2018
 February 10 - Valentine’s Day Dinner / Meeting, VFW Hall, 100 VFW
Lane, Indian Trail, NC 28079
 March 3 - QCCC Annual Banquet - Charlotte Motor Speedway- 5569
Concord Parkway South, Concord, NC 28027
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National Corvette Museum

NCM CORNER

If you see a lot of glum looking faces at the meeting this month, it means they
probably were at the Rolex 24 race in Daytona. Not that third and fourth place is too
shabby but the total superiority of the Ford GTs made it more a parade than a race.
It seems IMSA just can’t get the Balance of Performance (BOP) right, and then again
maybe they did. Chip Ganassi, the team owner of the Fords, was looking for his 200 th
win and was also the Grand Marshal of the race. And shocker, he won. NASCAR
has ruined stock car racing and now they seem bent on doing the same to sports car
racing. Good news, we won the Club Participation Plaque once again.
If you have been putting off joining the NCM, this is the month to quit procrastinating
and become a supporter of one of the greatest car museum in the world. All during
the month of February, the price of a family membership is half price. Instead of the
regular fee of $100.00, the price this month is only $50.00. This sale price even
beats the $75.00 fee QCCC members pay due to our club lifetime membership. Give
it a try and I think you will be hooked like the rest of us. Go to the Corvette Store
page on the NCM site to purchase your membership and in the checkout process enter VALDAY18 in the “Discount Box”.
It appears that club participation in this year’s NCM Michelin Bash in April will be an
all- time high. By my count, we now have 43 rooms booked at the hotel. If you are
entertaining any thoughts about joining the merry band to Bowling Green, you best
step up now to see if any more hotel rooms are available. Once you attend one of
these large events at the museum you will most certainly want to go back again and
again.
The Queen City Corvette Club is recognized as a premier club in the United States
by not only the NCM but other Corvette clubs as well. We have been able to promote
our club and reputation by attending events at the museum, supporting the Corvette
Race Team and our interest in other clubs. A lot of this promotion is made possible
by the support provided by our club Board of Directors and, of course, all our
members. As a representative of the NCM; I thank all of you for your support and
continued efforts that makes us the cream of the crop.
Save the Wave
Paul Mariano
NCM Ambassador
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Vintage QCCC
With the Vintage Gang:

Bill Cruthis, Darrell Kirkley, Bill Ingram & Travis Meredith
More “Adventures” from QCCC of Decades Past

How Bad Do You Want to Race?
It's been documented that after joining the National Council of Corvette Clubs in 1971,
QCCC's members really got into the competition events. Members took their daily drivers and
did all they could to make them competitive in their classes. In some cases really nice cars were
taken off of the street and modified to the point they had to be trailered to events. The club's
relationship with Charlotte Motor Speedway provided the perfect place to hold great events.
The NCCC South Sectional was held there in 1974 and was a huge success. The next year was
the first Corvette-Porsche Challenge, and the racing reached a fever pitch. It was easy to get
caught up in the fever and want to join the fun. My ‘64 did well drag racing, but didn't do so
well in autocross, so I was determined to build a cheap Corvette in time for the 1976 CorvettePorsche Challenge. In the fall of 1975 I paid $1,400.00 (yes that's fourteen hundred, remember
it's 1975) for a rough primered 1968 Corvette 2 top roadster with no engine or transmission. I
had until March of 1976 to get it ready, no problem, right?
I had replaced the engine in my ‘64 in 1972 and had still had the old 327 365hp engine.
That was going to be my bullet for the ‘68. Club wrench Billy Coates was going to build that
engine in exchange for me painting his car. He promised to have it ready in plenty of time for
the Challenge. In the meantime, I cleaned up the rough body work and painted the ‘68 solid
white. It had a modified nose, there were no headlights or turn signals and the wiper panel didn't work.
By early February it became apparent that there was a good chance I wasn't going to
have the car ready in time for the C-P challenge. Coates had moved his shop several times and
had so many engines to build I think he lost track of them. Somehow he lost mine. I had
already painted his car so he agreed he owed me an engine. With just a few weeks until the
event, I made a desperate decision. I took the engine out of my ‘64 and installed it in the ‘68
and pushed the ‘64 outside. The ‘64 engine was not stock and that would make the ‘68 have to
run the modified class where the competition was fierce. But that didn't matter, I was
determined to participate in that event. Coates did help with the suspension; no expensive parts,
just make it handle like a go cart: cut coils off the front springs, removed two leaves off of the
rear, put the stiffest shocks we could find all around and changed the camber. I had my road
racer. I had even bought George McCloud's trailer to tow the car with my Suburban family
truckster. After months of scrounging parts and working like crazy to finish the car, she was
ready. Except I had no money for tires. Going against my good judgment, I wound up putting a
set of BFG Radial TA 50's on my MasterCard and I was finally ready for the 1976 CorvettePorsche Challenge.
At the C-P Challenge, the ‘68 passed tech, and performed very well in the Modified B
class. I didn't win anything, but I made a lot of noise and had the time of my life. It was the
most fun I ever had with my clothes on.
A short time later Coates provided me with a 350hp 350 engine to replace the one he
“lost”. I put the 327 back in my ‘64 and the 350 in the ‘68, which put me in B/Stock where it
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was very competitive. Life was good, I was participating in all of the club's events with the ‘68
to race and my ‘64 back together to drive and show.
Two events in late 1976 changed my direction. At a parking lot event at Carowinds, a
club member came over and looked under the hood of my ‘68 and said “you have my engine in
your car”. I confronted Coates who admitted giving me a motor that belonged to someone else.
The next night I yanked the engine out and returned it to its owner. I was without an engine
again. The other event, certainly far more important, was learning that Sharon was expecting
our third child. Reality was setting in, so the racing came to a halt. In February of 1977 I sold
the ‘68 to club member Sam McGee who had wrecked his ‘72 Corvette (again). He put the
engine out of his ‘72 in it and kept running it for the next year or so.
I heard that years later Sam had left Charlotte and was never heard from again. My old
‘68, his wrecked ‘72, a ‘66 Hi-Po Mustang and lots of parts were abandoned and later sold by a
storage facility on South Boulevard.
I think back on all that I went through that year to go racing with fond memories. After 40
plus years pass, you forget about the busted knuckles, finagled finances, and disappointments,
all because you wanted to go racing....... BAD!
Travis Meredith, historian
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From Track to Street
The ROLEX 24 hour race is in the history books and the season begins. Corvette
Racing finished 3rd and 4th in this race, Why, you ask? Ford is up to its old tricks
again. Sandbag is their middle name. We should be very proud of our teams as
they had a great race and pit stops. The never give up attitude was ever present.
We had a ball and the weather held off until the race was finished. QCCC had a
great representation at the Corvette Corral and I even got to sneak in. I know
everyone had a great time. For more info go to CorvetteRacing.com.
Several members have asked me how points are given in races. I will try to explain
in the next several articles. Today I will talk about Manufactures Points. Each
manufacture receives finishing points for its highest finishing car. That means if
two of the same manufactures cars are one and two they only get points for the
highest placing car. Since Ford placed one and two the first place car get the points
for the manufacture. In the ROLEX, Ford placed one and two and Corvette placed
third and fourth. Ford gets 35 points and Corvette gets 32 points.
Next month we will address the Driver and Team points.

See you at the next Corvette Race.

Boyd Kurt
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1969 Corvette Top Flight
By: Brenda Loftin

Well here we go again, thanks to some of my dear NCRS friends my 1969 Corvette is again
on its way towards her NCRS Duntov Mark of Excellence Award, hopefully in 2019 at NCRS
Nationals in Greenville, South Carolina.
The 40TH annual Florida NCRS Winter Regionals were held at Sun-n-Fun in Lakeland,
Florida on January 10TH through the 13TH and my ‘69, known as “Buttercup” was judged on Friday
for a Top Flight score of 97.1%. This is the third Top Flight she has received and the last Top Flight
was in 2013. In NCRS rules you have to receive a 97% or better Top Flight Award, a Performance
Verification Award and finally the Duntov Award, all in a 3 year period, so this meant I had to
start over with another Top Flight.
The Carolinas Chapter will host the NCRS Regional on April 12TH through 14Th, 2018 at the
TD Convention Center in Greenville, South Carolina and the NCRS Nationals will be at the same
location on July 13Th through 18Th, 2019 hosted also by the Carolinas Chapter NCRS. My plan is
for Buttercup to receive her Performance Verification Award in April and then the Duntov in
2019.
I invite all my Corvette friends and family to join me in my quest with Buttercup as we
climb the NCRS ladder.
See you at the NCRS Regionals in Greenville, SC
Brenda Loftin
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QCCC Members & Guests Photos
There are many, many more to see on the website!
Click Here to View the Photo Gallery
Do you have club photos you would like to share?
Click Here to Upload to the Photo Gallery

or copy and paste the link below to your browser:
http://qcccphoto.smugmug.com/upload/rZ6vZk/QCCCMemberGallery.

Please send an email to photo@queencitycorvette.com to let Karin know
there are pictures recently loaded to the member upload gallery and
to which event the photos apply.
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Cruisin’ the Carolinas since 1968

Come join QCCC for a fun filled evening with a special catered Valentine’s
dinner before our February 10, 2018 Business Meeting.
VFW Hall
100 VFW Lane
Indian Trail, N. C. 28079
(See website for the location instructions)
Catered Dinner by Rossini’s Italian Restaurant, $20.00 per person, includes chicken
piccata, ziti w/ meatballs, vegetable primavera,
salad, iced tea, coffee bread and dessert.
Cash bar open during Social Time and Dinner
Social Time
Dinner
Cash Bar
Business Meeting

4:00 pm-5:00 pm
5:00 pm-6:00 pm
4:00 pm-6:00 pm & after meeting
6:00 pm-7:00 pm

If you plan to attend the meeting AND want to have dinner with us, PLEASE RSVP to Margo
Gross at margoegross@gmail.com NO LATER THAN Saturday, February 3rd. Make checks
payable to QCCC and mail to Craig Smith, QCCC Treasurer, P.O. Box 574, Paw Creek, NC 28130.
Checks must be received by Wednesday, February 7th. Please - No refunds after caterer
confirmation on February 3rd.

If you don’t want to come for dinner - just come along to the meeting
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EVENT OF THE YEAR
QCCC ANNUAL
AWARDS BANQUET
MARCH 3, 2018

THE SPEEDWAY CLUB

Charlotte Motor Speedway
5555 Concord Parkway South
Concord, NC 28027

Social Hour: 5:00-6:00 PM
Plated Dinner: 6:15 PM

Awards & Entertainment: Until 11PM

MARCH 3, 2018

Everyone Must Pay in Advance to Hold Their Reservation
COST $35 per person for members
($55 prospective members)
NO Refunds After February 24,2018
Menu: Filet mignon, chicken marsala, chefs choice of starch,
vegetable, salad, coffee, iced tea and dessert
MUSIC PROVIDED BY:
TOO MUCH SYLVIA
(New Members curious about past Award
Events or attire, check photos on our website)
RSVP: margoegross@gmail.com
NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 24, 2018
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