Official Newsletter of NC’s Largest Corvette Club

QCCC 2017 Awards Banquet
The Speedway Club
Charlotte Motor Speedway
March 3, 2018

We Are Proudly Sponsored By City Chevrolet
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The Queen City Corvette Gazette is the official newsletter of the Queen City Corvette Club (QCCC), established in 1968, and
is electronically published and distributed monthly by volunteers and members of QCCC. Additional information regarding
QCCC is available at our website: www.queencitycorvette.com . QCCC is a non-profit club (501(c)(7)) whose members all
share a common appreciation and love of America’s Sports Car – the Corvette. Dues and donations are not tax deductible. In
addition to various social activities for members, QCCC raises money for and participates with various local charities. We
strive to promote exciting, safe and fun ways to enjoy our Corvettes. We hold business meetings on the second Saturday of
each month. Our monthly business meeting usually incorporates social time. After an initiation fee of $10.00 per person, club
dues are $100 per year to be paid semiannually or annually. These dues go to cover the cost of programs, events, running the
club, and subsidizing the cost of our meetings. Club officers and supporting staff serve as volunteers. To become a member
of the QUEEN CITY CORVETTE CLUB, you must be at least 21 years of age, own a Corvette and attend at least three (3)
monthly business meetings within a twelve-month period. Come check us out – we love to meet fellow Corvette Enthusiasts!
For additional membership information, visit https://queencitycorvette.com/?page_id=330 or contact our Membership
Director at membership@queencitycorvette.com . We would love to have you join us for a monthly business meeting. If you
can’t join us, please WAVE!
QCCC’s mailing address is: Queen City Corvette Club, PO Box 574 Paw Creek, NC 28130.
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Please visit the QCCC web site Archive page for
previous issues of the Gazette

Queen City

Corvette Conversations
~ Paul Mitchell, President

Last night was the annual QCCC Awards Banquet, and again, what a night it was! Social Director
MarGO PARTY did an outstanding job working with the Speedway Club and getting all the details
organized for this great event. And thanks to all the helpers that were there early to help set up.
The tables and flowers were beautiful, the food was delicious, the awards ceremony was
meaningful and fun, and the night of dancing was wild and crazy! When you have the wait staff out
on the dance floor with us, you know everybody was having a great time! Too Much Sylvia again
entertained us with music from about any genre you could imagine, all the time keeping it personal
and interacting with the crowd. Literally hundreds of pictures were taken under our new logo
banner (thanks to our great Support Staff of photographers!) and we can’t wait to view those on the
website and Facebook. Folks, it just don’t get no better than this event. We had 33% of the club
attend, but we hope to get 50% to attend next year. We will announce a date and plans soon.
We are very close to extended warm weather, meaning cars are getting shined up and ready to go.
There have been 2 new Grand Sports added to the QCCC fleet in the past few weeks, with a third
due to arrive shortly. City Chevrolet is offering great deals on new ’17 models, plus club discounts
on parts and service. So all systems are on go to get out and DRIVE!!
Our 50th Anniversary celebration continues with each event, and there will be surprises galore all
year. We will have some hats with the new logo available at the March meeting at Streetside. We
will offer other items with the new logo, and we will have some free items for members to celebrate
our 50th throughout the year. So be sure to attend every event so you don’t miss out on anything.
I want to express my thanks to the four Board Members that are leaving – Anne Houck, Brian
Kruse, Paul Mariano, and Gary Cunningham. And to Bob and Marilyn Becker as they step back
after doing the website for 8 years. To everyone, job well done. This club continues its greatness
because of your hard work and dedication.
Thanks to the continuing Board Members – Carolyn Zimmer, Craig Smith, and Paul Schmitt. Plus
much thanks to the new members – Roger Winge, Chris Wood, Margo Gross, and Mike Mariano. I
look forward to this exciting year with this group.
I hope to see everyone at all the upcoming events, and especially as we get together to drive our
cars. I hear the beckoning of Brushy Mountain Road, so we will be enjoying those curves real
soon.
So, get out and enjoy the benefits of this club, because all we want to do is……
Drive ‘em, love ‘em, cherish ‘em. It’ll make you and your car smile!
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Queen City Corvette Club Discount Pricing
Rick Hendrick City Chevrolet
Effective February 8, 2018
Having been with the Hendrick Automotive Group for over 18 years, my career started at City
Chevrolet. As the flagship store, we strive to not only represent, but set the benchmark for the
culture of the organization. We often say, “City people make City Chevrolet,” and that’s why I’m
excited to not only come back to where I started (my “home”) but also to rebuild the City pride
in our teammates, customers, vendors, and partners alike.
I’m dedicated to rebuilding the relationship between the Queen City Corvette Club and Rick
Hendrick City Chevrolet. Our team is looking forward to further fostering the connection
through the mutual support of our organizations. You have my commitment.

Chris Boone, General Manager

NEW VEHICLES
Members pay “Dealer Invoice” or “Supplier Pricing,”
whichever is less from Chevrolet. Rebates or
incentives will be applied. General Manager may
limit this offer to “in-stock” or “on-order” vehicles.
Extra costs may apply for locates, transportation, or
specialty vehicles.

PRE-OWNED VEHICLES
Retail in-stock vehicles may be purchased for $500
over inventory amount. Extra costs may apply for
transportation or specialty vehicles. Vehicle must
pass NCSI through our service department. Over
7000 pre-owned vehicles available through our
Hendrick network. Shipping costs may apply.

PARTS & SERVICE
15% discount off posted customer-pay rate for GM
original equipment parts and service labor. May not
be combined with other coupons or specials.

REFERRAL BONUS
We’ll thank you with a $100 gift card when you refer
a non-QCCC member who purchases a vehicle.
Friends & Family of QCCC Members will receive a
10% Service discount.

QCCC MEMBER CONCIERGE
Rick Accurso
Inventory Manager & Corvette Specialist
704-566-7447
Rick.Accurso@hendrickauto.com
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VeeP’s View with

Well we did it again. QCCC has pulled off another great Annual Award Banquet, thanks to the
wonderful coordination by MarGO PARTY Gross, Thank you Margo!
The awesome Corvette Racing team had a good showing kicking off the 2018 season. It was a
mistake-Free Run to Start 20th Season as third and fourth places for Chevrolet Corvette C7.Rs in
GTLM at Rolex 24 in Daytona. Garcia, Magnussen, Rockenfeller took third-place podium in No. 3
Corvette. Gavin, Milner and Fässler right behind in No. 4. Looking forward to how we do
against the Fords at the 12 hours of Sebring on March 17-18.
I thought I would share a little bit of “What Happened in …..1963”;
1.
2.
3.
4.

Average Cost of new house $12,650.00
Cost of a gallon of Gas 29 cents
Average Cost of a new car $3,233.00
The Beatles release their first album Please Please Me (current value of original release
~ $6,200.00)
5. Assassination of President John F. Kennedy.
But the most important automotive event was;
The Chevrolet Corvette (C2) (also known as the Chevrolet Corvette Sting Ray) is the first of the second
generation of the Chevrolet Corvette sports car. Bill Mitchell had envisioned the 1963 Corvette with a
full-length spine, starting with a central hood bulge, continuing over the roof, and running the rear
window into the car's tail. This was the first and last year for the slit window coupe. Also, the first year of
the, created by Zora Duntov, option Z06 that gave the buyer a coupe with the fuel-injected 327ci engine,
four-speed transmission, and positraction limited-slip differential. Plus 1963 was the creation of one of
my all-time favorite Corvettes…..the original and amazing racing CORVETTE GRAND SPORTS!!

Smoke’em if you got’em………………..(tires that is!)
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Click Here for the QCCC Website Homepage

Click Here for Last Month’s Club Board and Business Meeting Minutes
Click Here for Archived Newsletters

Calendar Snapshot of Planned Social Events for the Next Few Months:
MARCH
QCCC Business Meeting

Streetside Classics
Concord

DETAILS

7-8

Spring Auto Fair at Charlotte Motor Speedway

Charlotte Motor Speedway
Concord

DETAILS

14

QCCC Business Meeting

Auto Barn
Concord, NC

14

RTP Corvette Club Car Show

Durham, NC

DETAILS

21

QCCC Car Care Day

Huntersville, NC

DETAILS

26 - 28

NCM Bash

NCM
Bowling Green, KY

see Paul Mariano
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APRIL

MAY
12

QCCC Business Meeting and Club Picnic

26

Shelton Vineyards Corvette Auto Show

Shelton Vineyards

Click Here for the Automotive Events Calendar
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
SOCIAL DIRECTOR
Margo Gross
March 2018

I do believe that Spring has finally arrived and today the sun is shining brightly as I sit inside writing my
article. As you know, we have just come off the heels (literally speaking for some of us) of a couple fun get
togethers. We had a great time at the Valentines ❤ dinner meeting last month which was my first event to
plan. I would like to give a special shout out to two of our new couples who had just become members the
previous month. Donn and Nancy Kegel and Doyle and Mary Coop, without all their help along with the
assistance of the other many volunteers who came early that day, the tables and venue would not have
looked as great. I would be amiss if I also didn't thank Donna Berst who brought some adorable handmade
hearts for the ladies, Tracey Comfort for ordering and transporting the beautiful cupcakes, and Peggy Wood
for managing check-in.
This past Saturday was our Annual Awards Banquet and dance which was held at the Speedway Club. For
those of you who did not attend, I believe you truly missed a really fun time. The band was great and played
until 11, the food was delicious and the crowd was smaller this year, but really hung in there! Since we did
have less attendees this year, I would like to get feedback if you didn't attend this year’s banquet. Your
feedback can assist me in planning a better attended event next year. This event is about our members and
should be what our members want. While talking about members, I have to again thank all the volunteers,
photographers, Gerry Leppert, Karen Mariano and Mal Speer, check in girls Peggy Wood and Marilyn
Becker and of course, my sweet husband Q who put up with all my rambling, worrying and two days with
a house full of flowers, as well as transporting all those flowers and miscellaneous other paraphernalia in
his new car!
With sunshine ☀ on our minds I'm sure most of you guys are polishing your cars and are ready to take them
on the road. So along with planning parties, I’ve also been trying to get busy working some fun things to
take us out and about. A few things I'm planning will be on a weekday and some Saturdays or Sundays. I
will always have details posted on the Social Calendar on the QCCC website, as well as send out a Blast.
If anyone comes up with an idea or hears about a fun event even if it seems last minute, let me know we
can send a Blast out and put the details on the QCCC Social Calendar. Especially with summer coming
there are lots of great opportunities for us together at neighborhood concert venues, or fun drives, or even
small town fairs! March’s idea comes from Ron and Donna Berst… which is a day trip to Spencer to the
train museum, lunch at Lexington and then for those who might want a little refreshment and shopping, a
stop at Childress Winery before going home. Even though April is busy, I am working on a couple more
day trips for that month, and at the banquet Boyd Kurt mentioned to me he is still planning on doing his
brewery bus tour sometime soon. So I will try my best to lock down some of these as soon as possible so
we can start getting them on the QCCC Social Calendar and then you can add them into your schedules
as well.
So let's keep that sun shining ☀ bright and I hope to see you at our next event!
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AUTOMOTIVE
INSIDER
The QCCC Annual Awards Banquet was a very enjoyable evening with fellow members, great food,
entertainment, and dancing. Thank you to Margo and all the volunteer members for organizing a fantastic
event. I also want to thank the club for the personal recognition they presented to Dee Dee and me.
The improving weather should be getting us eager to enjoy our Corvettes in the wild, March and April bring
us the following events [see the Automotive Events Calendar on our website for details]:






March 10 - Waterbean Cars & Coffee - Cornelius
March 16 - Hot Rods & Hops – Cornelius
March 31 - Caffeine & Classics (Streetside Classics) - Concord
April 7 & 8 - Auto Fair @ Charlotte Motor Speedway - Concord
April 26-28 – NCM Bash – Bowling Green, KY

We have two slots open for Spring Auto Fair at CMS on Sunday April 8 so grab them while you can! I will
be picking up the QCCC show credentials around March 15th and mail them to all participants shortly
thereafter.
Thanks
Roger Winge
Automotive Director
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Membership Director’s Report
March 5, 2018

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!! So hard to believe that it is just around the corner. A cultural and

religious celebration that is held on March 17, the traditional remembrance date of St. Patrick, the
patron saint of Ireland. The day commemorates St. Patrick and the arrival of Christianity in Ireland.
Celebrations here include public parades and festivals, drinking green beer, and, of course, the
wearing of green attire. St. Patrick’s Day is a public holiday in Ireland as well as the U.S., Canada,
Great Britain, Argentina, Australia, and New Zealand. You wouldn't know it with a last name like
Schmitt but I am half Irish (Mom’s side) and I will definitely be celebrating that day and may even
have a few “green beers”!
Well I cannot finish this article without commenting on our QCCC Annual Banquet which was held
last Saturday at Charlotte Motor Speedway. It was the fourth Annual Banquet that Chris and I
have attended and I would say that it was the BEST one thus far! About 140 Members were there
to celebrate QCCC’s 50th Anniversary this year. Everything was located on the fifth-floor main
ballroom with easy access to two bars. The food was outstanding along with the great service
given by the wait staff. CMS continues to astound me with their quality of food and the
professionalism of their staff. At our place settings were two beautiful rock glasses donated by
Rick Hendrick's City Chevrolet. The award-winning band “Too Much Sylvia” was spectacular! This
was their 2nd year and they played many of our favorite songs all night long. We danced until our
feet, knees, and hips gave out!
Special THANKS to Paul Mitchell, Mike Mariano, Margo Gross, Peggy & Chris Wood, Marilyn Becker,
Keith Cross, and many more members, for making this event such a memorable one.
NEW MEMBERS:

Harold and Suzanne Crockett
2016 Z06 White Convertible/Black Top
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Our Total QCCC Members thru February 2018 is as follows:

Total Members: 368

Total Families: 193

Prospective Members: 40

New Members in 2018: 7

Average Monthly Meeting attendance in 2018: 111
Hope you all have a great St. Patrick’s Day! Our next meeting is at Streetside Classics. Be sure to
bring your lawn chairs!! Also mark on your calendars for “Cars and Coffee” to be held at
Streetside Classics on March 31st. 9 am-12 Noon. Bring your Vettes and support our Queen City
Corvette Club! Cars and Coffee will be held on the last Saturday of the month throughout the year.

“All the best”,
Paul Schmitt, Membership Director

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND
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National Corvette Museum

NCM CORNER
It appears that all of you Bashers are on track for the big event in April. My records show that
everyone has received their room confirmations and those attending the Saturday Bash Banquet have
submitted payment. I have no way of tracking event registration so I trust that everyone has
registered on-line for the event and those activities they wish to participate in. There isn’t a deadline
to submit your registration (you can even wait until you arrive) but the longer you wait, the less chance
you have getting those activities that interest you. Based on everyone’s replies to my initial mailings, I
will soon publish a list of those caravanning to the museum on Tuesday, those on Wednesday, and
those going on a personal schedule. All you have to do is make sure your name is on the right list
and send me a correction if it isn’t. We just want to make sure everyone is on the right train before it
leaves the station.
Before I wander too far astray, I want to give a big shout-out to all those responsible for a “First Class
All the Way” Awards Banquet. A great meal, terrific band, and a well emceed awards program. Good
job guys and gals.
With all the new members in QCCC over the past several years, now is the time to start the
preparations for the caravan of 2019. The following paragraph is for all those new members who are
not familiar with the NCM Corvette Caravan. For those of you who have been on one of the caravans,
you can skip all the following words of wisdom. Then again, you may learn something you didn’t know
or at your advanced age, you have forgotten.
When the NCM had its grand opening in 1994, a grassroots movement of Corvette owners decided to
caravan to Bowling Green, KY to help celebrate the event. Thousands of Corvettes descended on BG
in an unorganized and chaotic manner. The Kentucky Highway Patrol was most displeased and
asked that it not happen again. It was decided that a caravan would be organized every five years to
celebrate the NCM opening but under more controlled conditions. Next year will be the sixth caravan
to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the museum opening. The last caravan in 2014 consisted of 26
individual sections from all over the United States and Canada. With next year being the 25 th it is
expected to be an event with around twelve thousand Corvettes and an overwhelming number of
enthusiasts pouring into Bowling Green. Your local caravan will be departing from Charlotte and will
consist of owners from NC, SC, VA, W.VA and MD. The caravan will be on the Labor Day Weekend
so if you are still employed, plan your 2019 vacation for that date. This is an event all Corvette
owners have to participate in once in their lifetime, at least once. Stay tuned for more information and
plan of being part of the adventure.
Save the Wave
Paul Mariano
NCM Ambassador
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Vintage QCCC
With the Vintage Gang:

Bill Cruthis, Darrell Kirkley, Bill Ingram & Travis Meredith
More “Adventures” from QCCC of Decades Past

With Age Comes Wisdom
As we voted in our newest members at the Valentine Party, something clicked in my memory so Travis
and I discussed it.
As the by-laws state, a 10 % negative vote turns down any new member. I think there were 106 members voting
last Saturday, therefore 11 negative votes would have turned down those couples. Keep in mind that same 10%
was the level and back in the 70’s we only had 25 – 30 members. Plus not all members attended each meeting.
Therefore negative votes from 1,2, or 3 members could decline someone entry.
I looked up the definition of black balling. It is Greek starting its origin from “to have backlash.” That eventually
turned into blackballing. The Greeks probably used it for voting people in to the higher ranks of their
government. Somehow it got from backlash to blackball (probably at some snooty fraternity in the Ivy League).
So in the ‘70’s the President carried with him to every meeting a wooden box. That box had two compartments.
On the left side was kept a supply of white and black marbles. On the right side was an empty box and the top
had a hole drilled in it just big enough for a marble to slide through. When we had a prospective member ready to
vote up or down each member got one marble to place in the box. Totally a secret process. It was the President’s
job to inform the prospective member of the vote at the end of the meeting. We can only remember two guys that
got turned down. We know this as Travis being President in 1976 when both non-members were refused, it was
his job to inform the folks that they were rejected. One of the two rejected kept coming to everything as if voted
in. He then moved to the beach for a while. Once moving back to the area, he started coming around and with
more members he passed the marble test. The other gentleman was also later voted in (kind of reminds you of the
mean girls in high school).

Looking back I think this issue was not something to be proud of. We were all in our late twenty’s. Maybe we
were not as cool as we thought. I do remember the first fellow was very loud and arrogant. The second fellow
was quiet and I do not know what caused his first rejection. It is part of our history and we must own it; even
though our intentions were good, our actions were not. Since we had the clubhouse maybe we were acting like a
fraternity. In fact, we may have gotten the idea from the movies.
It is good to see we have left all of prejudices of our youth. As now we know that all Corvette owners bring
knowledge, not only of their Corvette, but also of their lifetime experiences. We have grown into such a talented
and interesting group.
Travis deserves a lot of credit for having the burden of informing the candidate that they were rejected. I suppose
every organization has its dark secrets and these two nights would be ours.
On the bright side, we are older and wiser, these days. We have learned a lot in the last 40 years and our
membership realizes the value of every one of us. Somewhere along our path we went to a show of hands and the
box of marbles went away.
Next month we will get back to the lighter side of our antics, but we thought you might want to learn about this
Respectfully submitted by Bill Cruthis and Travis Meredith.
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From Track to Street
I had said I would explain the driver and team points system to you this month but
I have been unable to get the correct scoop on these two points systems. Since I
will be going to Sebring in a couple of weeks I plan to tie up Corvette Racing and
IMSA and get you the correct scoop.
Corvette Racing had a good test at Sebring and are ready to give the Ford GT’s a
run for their money.
There is still time to get on board for LeMans at the National Corvette Museum. It
is only $150 per person and they feed you for 24 hours and you still get to watch
all 24 hours live and talk to the drivers, team members every hour via skype. It is
something you can’t do anywhere else in the world. Even at LeMans. If you need
any more information just ask me about this great venue.
The closest race to Charlotte is VIR and is August 17 – 19th, 2018. Get your tickets
now for the Corvette Corral. It does fill up and it is one of the best places to watch
the race. Besides they even feed you. Get the theme.

See you at the next Corvette Race.

Boyd Kurt
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QCCC Members & Guests Photos
There are many, many more to see on the website!
Click Here to View the Photo Gallery
Do you have club photos you would like to share?
Click Here to Upload to the Photo Gallery

or copy and paste the link below to your browser:
http://qcccphoto.smugmug.com/upload/rZ6vZk/QCCCMemberGallery.

Please send an email to photo@queencitycorvette.com to let Karin know
there are pictures recently loaded to the member upload gallery and
to which event the photos apply.
There are SO MANY GREAT PHOTOS from the February Meeting and
the Awards Banquet—it is impossible to only choose a few for this page,
so please click on the photos below to access the online photo albums.

17

18
18

QCCC MARCH
MONTHLY
MEETING
BLAST
SUBJECT: March QCCC Monthly Meeting
DATE: March 10, 2018
TIME: Social @ 4 PM - Meeting @ 5 PM
LOCATION: Streetside Classics
800 Derita Rd – Suite A
Concord, NC 28027
DETAILS: Streetside Classics
Streetside Classics is an automotive company that offers
purchasing and selling of Classic and Muscle Cars. They have
graciously agreed to host our March meeting at their new
showroom. So come early as you like and take some time to look
over the cars. Who knows, your next dream car could be in their
showroom right now! Chairs will NOT be provided so, bring your
own folding chair. If you are curious about what Streetside
Classics is all about – check out their website to learn more. Visit
them at www.streetsideclassics.com.

*** BRING YOUR CHAIRS ***

19

