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The Queen City Corvette Gazette is the official newsletter of the Queen City Corvette Club (QCCC), established in 1968, and 
is electronically published and distributed monthly by volunteers and members of QCCC.   Additional information regarding 
QCCC is available at our website:  www.queencitycorvette.com .   QCCC is a non-profit club (501(c)(7)) whose members all 
share a common appreciation and love of America’s Sports Car – the Corvette. Dues and donations are not tax deductible.  In 
addition to various social activities for members, QCCC raises money for and participates with various local charities. We 
strive to promote exciting, safe and fun ways to enjoy our Corvettes. We hold business meetings on the second Saturday of 
each month. Our monthly business meeting usually incorporates social time.  After an initiation fee of $10.00 per person, club 
dues are $100 per year to be paid semiannually or annually. These dues go to cover the cost of programs, events, running the 
club, and subsidizing the cost of our meetings. Club officers and supporting staff serve as volunteers. To become a member 
of the QUEEN CITY CORVETTE CLUB, you must be at least 21 years of age, own a Corvette and attend at least three (3) 
monthly business meetings within a twelve-month period.  Come check us out – we love to meet fellow Corvette Enthusiasts!  
For additional membership information, visit https://queencitycorvette.com/?page_id=330 or contact our Membership      
Director at membership@queencitycorvette.com .  We would love to have you join us for a monthly business meeting.   If you 
can’t join us, please WAVE!   

QCCC’s mailing address is: Queen City Corvette Club, PO Box 574 Paw Creek, NC 28130. 
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 Queen City  

Corvette Conversations 

 

~ Paul Mitchell, President 

Well, we are winding down this year, the anniversary of our 50th year of         
continuous operation.  And what a year it has been.  With the update of our logo, 
a new website, lots of 50 year trinkets, clothing, and memorabilia available to 
members, a fantastic 50th Anniversary celebration in August, an amazing       
numbered print made exclusively for QCCC members by Mr. Hendrick, and the 
50 year commemorative coin made for us, we have certainly done as much as 
possible to properly celebrate this special occasion.  But as time marches on, we 
are ready to enter our 51st year with excitement and enthusiasm.  We will be 
planning many activities, meetings, social events, day trips, weekend trips, and 
car related events to keep us busy.  So keep up with the calendar, check for 
Blasts sent out, and join in the fun. 

Our 2019 QCCC All Corvette Car Show will be held October 12.  We are    
making many changes to improve the flow of the show, to concentrate the       
activities, and to attract more participants.  There will be more promotion of the 
show, with the goal of having 500 cars.  QCCC will have a minimum of 100 of 
these cars.  And we will have even more support from City Chevrolet and    
Hendrick Motorsports.  It’s gonna be great! 

As this year comes to an end, I want to thank the Board for their fantastic        
efforts, enthusiasm, and ongoing dedication to QCCC.  Thank you to all       
members for your participation, which is driven by the love for the Corvette, for 
QCCC, and for one another.  We all have a special bond that has not only lasted 
50 years, it continues to gain strength and momentum.  And that is what makes 
us so special as an organization. 

Paige and I wish each and every one of you a very Merry Christmas and a    
Happy New Year!  We look forward to the many good times ahead, and are 
proud to be a part of this fantastic organization.   

Keep the car warm and shiny, for before long it will be time again to …. 

Love ‘em, drive ‘em, cherish ‘em.  It’ll make you and your car smile. 



 

 

 

 
 
 

Queen City Corvette Club Discount Pricing 
Rick Hendrick City Chevrolet 

Effective February 8, 2018 
 

Having been with the Hendrick Automotive Group for over 18 years, my career started at City 
Chevrolet.  As the flagship store, we strive to not only represent, but set the benchmark for the 
culture of the organization.  We often say, “City people make City Chevrolet,” and that’s why I’m 
excited to not only come back to where I started (my “home”) but also to rebuild the City pride 
in our teammates, customers, vendors, and partners alike. 
 
I’m dedicated to rebuilding the relationship between the Queen City Corvette Club and Rick 
Hendrick City Chevrolet.  Our team is looking forward to further fostering the connection 
through the mutual support of our organizations.  You have my commitment. 

Chris Boone, General Manager 

NEW VEHICLES 

Members pay “Dealer Invoice” or “Supplier Pricing,” 

whichever is less from Chevrolet.  Rebates or 

incentives will be applied.  General Manager may 

limit this offer to “in-stock” or “on-order” vehicles.  

Extra costs may apply for locates, transportation, or 

specialty vehicles. 

PRE-OWNED VEHICLES 

Retail in-stock vehicles may be purchased for $500 

over inventory amount.  Extra costs may apply for 

transportation or specialty vehicles.  Vehicle must 

pass NCSI through our service department.  Over 

7000 pre-owned vehicles available through our 

Hendrick network.  Shipping costs may apply. 

PARTS & SERVICE 

15% discount off posted customer-pay rate for GM 

original equipment parts and service labor.  May not 

be combined with other coupons or specials.  

REFERRAL BONUS 

We’ll thank you with a $100 gift card when you refer 

a non-QCCC member who purchases a vehicle. 

Friends & Family of QCCC Members will receive a 

10% Service discount. 

QCCC MEMBER CONCIERGE 

Rick Accurso 

Inventory Manager & Corvette Specialist 

704-566-7447 

Rick.Accurso@hendrickauto.com 
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http://www.wegotlifts.com/
http://www.companycasuals.com/QCCorvette/start.jsp
http://www.citychevrolet.com/
http://www.klassicrides.com/
http://www.albertineflorals.com/
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http://www.citychevrolet.com/
http://www.keeautotop.com/
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Click Here for the QCCC Website Homepage 

 

Click Here for Last Month’s Club Business Meeting Minutes 

 

Click Here for Archived Newsletters 

Click on the Calendar Below to   

Access the Events Calendar Page on the QCCC Website. 

Once you’re there, just click on the month name in the top 
section to scroll to the next or previous month. 

http://www.queencitycorvette.com/
https://queencitycorvette.com/?page_id=510
https://queencitycorvette.com/?page_id=508
https://queencitycorvette.com/?page_id=1287


 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING  

SOCIAL DIRECTOR  

 

Margo Gross 

December 2018 

 

 
 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to all our club members.  For those of 

you who didn’t make it to the Holiday party December 1st at the Indian Trail 

VFW Club it was FUN!  We had a record number of members turn out this year.  I had 140 sign 

up and set the tables for 150 and we had a few more than that seated.  We also had a great number 

who participated in the gift exchange and had a lot of laughs doing it.   

 

The party would not have been such a success without the help of my volunteer elves who came 

early to help set up and make the room look so nice. A big THANK YOU goes out to Bob & 

Marilyn Becker, Jane Burt, Carl Bartlett & Tracey Comfort and their Granddaughter, Nancy Kegel, 

Norm & Joyce Lontz, Chris Schmitt & DeeDee Winge.  Also Bob Chichester and his crew at the 

VFW were a big help in getting all the tables and chairs set up ahead of time.  Grate Catering from 

Kannapolis did a fabulous job with the appetizers.  As with this event, and any event I have done 

this year, I am always so grateful not only for the help I get, but the suggestions and the moral 

support that all my volunteers this year have given me. 

 

I want to take a minute to remind you of some upcoming events that you will be receiving Blasts 

on and who you contact person will be.  In January we will of course have the famous chili cook-

off at our Business meeting.  Paul and Christine Schmitt will be running this show.  The February 

Business meeting will also be our Valentines Party at the Indian Trail VFW and that will be 

handled by Carolyn Zimmer and Peggy Wood.  You will receive upcoming Blasts and contact 

information on that.   

 

Please mark your social calendar for March 2, 2019 for the Annual Banquet at the Speedway Club.  

We will soon send our information on that with time and per person price.  I will be your contact 

person and will be handling that event. 

 

I have had a wonderful year being your Social Director, but as Paul mentioned at the meeting, I 

have taken on another Board role with an organization that is going to take a lot more time and Q 

and I also would like to do some traveling this year so I simply can’t be MarGO party anymore! 

 

I wish the very best in 2019 to all of you and hope to see many of you at future meetings. 
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORS REPORT 
DECEMBER 2018 
PAUL SCHMITT 

 
                     “Building a GREAT Corvette Club One Member at a Time” 
 
It’s really hard to believe that Christmas is upon us. The year has really flown by and 
really has been filled with QCCC Events. In January we had our 6th Annual Chili Cook 
Off and the Rolex 24 in Daytona Beach Florida. In February the Valentine’s Day Party, 
March our Annual QCCC Banquet at Charlotte Motor Speedway, April the Auto Fair, 
and the Annual Picnic at Tom and Brenda’s home. We also ventured out in the rain to 
attend the Shelton Vineyard Tour in Dobson NC. Funny, when we all got there the rain 
stopped and the sun came out! August we had the QCCC 50th Anniversary Party at 
Hendrick Motorsports, where Mr. Hendrick gave the Club a $10,000 gift for its 50th 
Anniversary.  
 
Some of us drove to VIR in the heat to watch the Corvette C7R race where Corvette 
Team came in 2nd place for the race and #1 overall in the GTLM Competition for the 
year. October brought the Annual BBQ at the Davidson Ranch; November was the 
AmeriCarna Auto Show and last but not least a really great Christmas Party at the 
VFW. That is one full Social Calendar for a Corvette Club.  
 
At the AmeriCarna Car Show in late November, we had 32 QCCC Members and their 
beautiful Corvette’s attend. This was our second year attending the show and again 
we won the “MOST ENTRIES FROM A CAR CLUB AWARD”. Mr. Ray Evernham 
presented Roger Winge, QCCC Automotive Director, with the trophy. Congrats to 
Roger for doing a great job! Looking forward to 2019. 
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WELCOME OUR NEWEST MEMBERS- 

 
Todd and Juliet Kasler 
2017 White Grand Sport Coupe  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dan and Charlotte Brubaker 
2016 Long Beach Red Z51 Coupe 
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Dan Holbrook 
1961 Black Conv. 1967 Silver Pearl Conv.  
1967 Marina Blue Cpe. 1995 Dark Red Metallic Cpe. 
 

 
 
 
Jack Perrault 
2005 Blue Convertible 
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                                   CARE & COMPASSION 

 
 

 Brian Kruse- Continued prayer and well wishes for Brian & Barb. 
Brian underwent surgery Monday morning to have one of his 
kidneys removed. Cards and emails are welcome. 

 
 Marge Jungmann- Marge is at home recuperating after hip 

replacement surgery. Please keep Marge & Norm in your prayers.  

 
Dick Gwilt- Dick’s wife Mary Ann passed away this week after a very long 
battle with cancer. Please keep Dick, his children and family in your 
thought and prayers. Cards and emails are welcome.  
 
 
 

 

***IN MEMORY 2018*** 

 
 

 Eddie Burt- August 8th. 2018- Member since 1995 
 Hilda Yost- August 24th 2018- Member since 1998 
 Debi Atkinson- September 28th 2018- Member since 2016 
 Margaret Ann Campbell- November 5th 2018- Member since 1992 
 Mary Ann Gwilt- December 3rd- Member since 2014 
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               DECEMBER 2018 MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

 
MEETING- December 1, 2018 
 
QCCC Membership attending-   113 
Prospective Members attending-    15 
Guests attending-        1 
Total Attendance-    129 
Average 12 month attendance-   120 
 
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP through December 1, 2018 
 
Total Membership-   357(includes New Members) 
Total Families-  195  
Total Prospective Members-   28 
NEW Members through December 41 
  
 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERBODY!! MAY EACH OF YOU HAVE                       
HAPPY AND A HEALTHY NEW YEAR!! 
 
Paul (and Christine Schmitt) 
QCCC Membership Director   
 
 
 

Cindy
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National Corvette Museum  

RED FLAG ALERT!! No, it has nothing to do with the great blizzard of 2018, but           
everything to do with securing your room reservation for the NCM Caravan next August.  I will 
be open to room requests through mid-January.  After that I have a waiting list of people that I 
will accommodate rather than turn them back to the hotel.  So, please step up as soon as 
possible if you plan on going. 

If you haven’t finished your Christmas shopping yet you still have time to finish up those small 
gifts and stocking stuffers at the NCM Corvette Store.  But, I do suggest you hurry up. 

Surprising fact I just discovered while at the NCM.  Of all the museum deliveries, 80% are 
ZR1s.  There is a restraint on ZR1s due to the lack of the big wing spoilers from the vendors.  
Chevrolet totally underestimated the demand for ZR1s which is a good thing, I guess. 

I know that many people still believe the NCM is supported by General Motors but nothing 
could be farther from the truth.  In a way Chevrolet does provide support by attending events 
and showing off their new products and hosting seminars.  So who provides the funds to keep 
the Corvette museum moving forward and financing the expansion projects that are needed?  
The answer is, you, the members do.  Without our support there would not be hallowed 
ground where “all things Corvette” reside.  Among those Corvettes clubs providing support, 
QCCC stands in the foreground for being a NCM booster.  Some badly needed expansion 
projects are needed at the museum and I will be asking you good people of QCCC to forsake 
one cup of Starbucks coffee per month to help out.  So stand by for a plea and a New Year’s 
resolution on all of us.  

 

Merry Christmas and a most Happy New Year!! 

                                  

                                                        BOX SCORE 

Save the Wave 

Paul Mariano 

NCM Ambassador 

NCM CORNER 

No. of QCCC Family Units  - 194 

No. of NCM Members  - 101 (52%) 

No. of Lifetime Members  - 41 

No. of Duntov Society Members - 4 

No. of Spire Members  - 5 



 

A Sound Foundation Was Critical, Now We Are All Growed Up? 

 

     As we wrap up our 50th Year of Existence, I am thinking it is time for some comparisons. I will compare the 

club in 1976 with this year’s crowd. 

    In 1976 our average age would be close to 27. Turning 30 back then was a big deal. ‘76 was the year we allowed 

our ladies a voice by giving them a vote on any motions. The clubhouse was thriving, acting as our gathering 

place. It can be compared to a rowdy fraternity house. Rent was $150. Our dues collection monthly was around 

$125. The 50 cent beer sales in the bar room had to make up the difference, and it did. As treasurer for ’76 I can 

relate to you we had at least 3 months of bank balance in the red. Racing was in the blood of all of these early 

members which totaled 50 if you count the spouses, too. Membership wavered around 25 couples throughout the 

year. We were left over from the hippy assault on the country, but having the cost of a Corvette got most of us to 

clean up our act. While we loved to race, we were not short on partying. Many beach trips and mountain trips 

were on the docket, all including the golden beverage of the time, Budweiser. (The real stuff, not the watered 

down Bud Light). Travis was the lone maverick always wanting those long neck Schlitz. Usually the racing turned 

into a social weekend also.  

     Our lives were out of control. The decade of the 20 somethings saw weddings, children, job changes, careers 

starting. So many reasons to not have time for our Corvettes.  

   The CARS: To say the group lacked wealth would be an understatement. As treasurer it was like pulling teeth 

to get $5 from the members each month. Most of this early group bought used Corvettes and usually not in the 

best shape externally. Often cars were bought for the motor stock or hot rodded up. Our money was so tight that 

a $1,500 paint job would replace that much in tires and engine parts, so it had to wait.  If an item did not make 

the car faster it was not of great importance. Racing got so hot that most of the members bought trailers and some 

kind of truck or Suburban to tow with. This only crimped the little left over money we had. Thus our cars were 

hot, but almost every one had primer on it somewhere (see attached photos). Life changing priorities cost us lost 

membership, growing families, career path moves, etc. Some diehards kept the Corvette and had children also. 

(Meredith, Ingram, Kirkley, Hunter, Pace, and many others.) 1976 was the second of three years of the 

Corvette/Porsche challenge at the Charlotte Speedway and the only year for the sandkhana at Myrtle Beach. We 

did have a group that were into Concourse Car Shows. I do not remember any of them having a new Corvette. 
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This group had a lot of good times, but remember they were 27 and owned a Corvette; what was not to like? 

There was a Corvette event close by every weekend; QCCC was our social life. 

 

     Now this year’s membership. I would estimate our membership average age around 66 to 68. One of the 

reasons we are still able to get around and stay positive is our Corvettes. Can you imagine any of our parents 

driving a Corvette on an 8 hour overnight?  We now have almost $50,000 in the treasury. We struggle to find 

good ways to spend it. As I viewed the cars at the 50th party, I don’t remember a single one that had a fender in 

primer. It appears to me that Corvette owners are successful, perhaps because their wanting to own a Corvette 

was a great stimulus to be successful. The wealth in the current membership has many examples of the drive to 

succeed. I don’t know of any of this membership having it handed to them. Now we don’t do very much organized 

racing, but don’t think we pass up a chance to hit the right pedal regularly. Our partying is much subdued over 

the old group. We still fill the dance floor at the banquet. The fact that all of the cars glitter in the sunlight is due 

to most of our cars are garage queens. 

     Many never see inclement weather and they get many coats of detail spray between outings. And that is as it 

should be, as we have worked up to retirement and are thus rewarded. It is perplexing to us that in the 70’s we 

had cars not as capable and comfortable to assault the asphalt, which was usually not overly crowded. Now we 

have great cars with race car abilities, but the roads are so over crowded that it is rather difficult to find a stretch 

to let it loose. Even with the ongoing cat and mouse of police vs radar detection, and a driveway every 100 feet 

you still can find a few places, but not like the lonely roads of 1976.  

     Today’s membership of 346 members has good and bad issues. It is good that within our group we have smaller 

groups that have formed very solid relationships. There is always willing help for any project we tackle. Due to 

our size we sometimes lose new members as they get swallowed up in our size. We have aged from racing to 

bench racing. No more clubhouse for us, it would take a hotel to house us. Most of the members are retired which 

allows social activities at any time. Most of the vintage group have bought a Corvette out of sheer passion. Many 

were driven daily to work, but that was how bad we wanted one. Today’s members are driving Corvettes for many 

levels of passion. Some, like the old group, just got to have a Corvette. Others have had it as a lifelong dream. 

Once they got to retirement their 401K has made it possible. Others love the culture and know that we come due 

to the car but stay due to the people.  

     Three years ago I ran across Bill Henderson, aka “Spiderman”, and I invited him to the 48th anniversary at 

Hendrick. His comment after viewing the lot was “dang this used to be a poor man’s club.” It is hard to compare 

decades, but you can pretty well sum up QCCC. The membership, through hard work, smart investing, and great 

passion for Corvettes, has become no longer a poor man’s club to one of comfortable wealth, while keeping our 

passion for our Corvettes. It is well deserved, has taken a lot of work, and it had such a great foundation from 

those first 25 couples that success was a lock. 

“You’ve come a long way pilgrim, and you have done well.” 

 

QCCC, a group you can always count on. 

Proudly submitted: Bill Cruthis 
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 QCCC Members & Guests Photos 

There are many, many more to see on the website! 

Click Here to View the Photo Gallery 
 

Do you have club photos you would like to share? 

Click Here to Upload to the Photo Gallery 

or copy and paste the link below to your browser:   

http://qcccphoto.smugmug.com/upload/rZ6vZk/QCCCMemberGallery.  

 

Please send an email to photo@queencitycorvette.com to let Karin know 
there are pictures recently loaded to the member upload gallery and 

to which event the photos apply. 

http://qcccphoto.smugmug.com/
http://qcccphoto.smugmug.com/upload/rZ6vZk/QCCCMemberGallery
https://qcccphoto.smugmug.com/upload/rZ6vZk/QCCCMemberGallery
mailto:photo@queencitycorvette.com
https://qcccphoto.smugmug.com/2018-Event-Photos/Club-Meetings/February-Meeting/
https://qcccphoto.smugmug.com/2018-Event-Photos/Club-Meetings/February-Meeting/
https://qcccphoto.smugmug.com/2018-Event-Photos/Club-Meetings/February-Meeting/
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 QCCC Members & Guests Photos 

There are many, many more to see on the website! 

Click Here to View the Photo Gallery 
 

Do you have club photos you would like to share? 

Click Here to Upload to the Photo Gallery 

or copy and paste the link below to your browser:   

http://qcccphoto.smugmug.com/upload/rZ6vZk/QCCCMemberGallery.  

 

Please send an email to photo@queencitycorvette.com to let Karin know 
there are pictures recently loaded to the member upload gallery and 

to which event the photos apply. 

http://qcccphoto.smugmug.com/
http://qcccphoto.smugmug.com/upload/rZ6vZk/QCCCMemberGallery
https://qcccphoto.smugmug.com/upload/rZ6vZk/QCCCMemberGallery
mailto:photo@queencitycorvette.com
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Last Laughs 
Thank you Keith Cross for the suggestion to add a cartoon page! 




