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The Queen City Corvette Gazette is the official newsletter of the Queen City Corvette Club (QCCC), established in 1968, 
and is electronically published and distributed monthly by volunteers and members of QCCC.. Additional information regard-
ing QCCC is available at our website:  www.queencitycorvette.com .   QCCC is a non-profit club (501(c)(7)) whose members 
all share a common appreciation and love of America’s Sports Car – the Corvette. Dues and donations are not tax deductible.  
In addition to various social activities for members, QCCC raises money for and participates with various local charities. We 
strive to promote exciting, safe and fun ways to enjoy our Corvettes. We hold business meetings on the second Saturday of 
each month. Our monthly business meeting usually incorporates social time.  After an initiation fee of $10.00 per person, club 
dues are $100 per year to be paid semiannually or annually. These dues go to cover the cost of programs, events, running 
the club, and subsidizing the cost of our meetings. Club officers and supporting staff serve as volunteers. To become a mem-
ber of the QUEEN CITY CORVETTE CLUB, you must be at least 21 years of age, own a Corvette and attend at least three 
(3) monthly business meetings within a twelve-month period.  Come check us out – we love to meet fellow Corvette Enthusi-
asts!  For additional membership information, visit https://queencitycorvette.com/?page_id=330 or contact our Membership 
Director at membership@queencitycorvette.com .  We would love to have you join us for a monthly business meeting.   If you 
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 Queen City  

Corvette Conversations 

 

~ Paul Mitchell, President 

I hope that as you are reading this you have fond remembrances of the QCCC 
Awards Banquet.  Because if you don’t, that means you missed the best one yet.  
It was a wonderful event, with the opportunity to visit with fellow club members in 
a fantastic setting, with a great meal and beverages.  And Too Much Sylvia again 
wowed the audience with their fantastic music and ongoing interaction with the 
audience.  We will never forget the Mo and Jo show, nor the Jamie Stamey per-
formance.  There were several times when there was virtually no one sitting in 
their seats, as everyone wanted to participate in the fun and the dancing.  Folks, 
don’t miss another one.  This is a major highlight of the year.  Much thanks to 
MarGOPARTY Gross for organizing the Banquet, and to Q and the Beckers for 
doing the decorations.  And congratulations to the award winners – well de-
served.  What a night for 150 QCCC members!   

Now we go to Streetside Classics for our March meeting.  Come to drool over all 
the cars, and enjoy the meeting.  We will have an update on the car show, get the 
latest Tech Talk from Clark Belvin, and enjoy the great QCCC fellowship. 

Coming soon are some day rides, and other planned activities where we can 
have fun together and drive our Corvettes.  We will continue with the car care 
clinics with Richard Kashinsky and his excellent Adams products.  I’m excited to 
say we will have the baseball game and tailgating in Kannapolis again this sum-
mer with our fellow clubs RoadRunners and Victory Lane.  If you have a day trip 
or activity that you would like to share with the club, please contact me or Social 
Director Carolyn Zimmer.  Let’s get out together and drive these beautiful cars. 

April brings the always highly anticipated meeting at the Loftin’s, and then the 
Bash at the end of the month at the National Corvette Museum.  QCCC always 
has lots of people there – up to 80 – and there’s always a lot of great activities 
and fun for all.  If you haven’t been to the Museum yet, come with us this year.  I 
assure you that you will enjoy it immensely, and when you return home you will 
be eagerly anticipating the next trip to Bowling Green. 

Car show planning continues, with chairman Tommy Loftin already doing lots of 
work to get things lined up.  We will have a new layout of the show, new judging 
rules for QCCC cars, central vendor location, and other new and exciting things.  
As stated before, this is quickly becoming one of the premiere Corvette shows in 
the country, and we will again amaze our guests with the QCCC way of hosting 
an unforgettable event. 

So, get the shine on, the top off or down, and get ready to roll with QCCC.  The 
weather will soon be again beautiful, so you know what to do……… 

Love ‘em, cherish ‘em, drive ‘em.  It’ll make you and your car smile.  
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SOCIAL DIRECTOR 

   - Carolyn Zimmer - 

  

Happy (soon to be) Spring!!! 

 

It’s that time of year when we all watch the trees as they start to bud out and bloom, the grass seems to get 
a little greener, Mother nature teases us with a few really nice days, and many of us become very anxious 
to get outside with our Corvettes and enjoy Spring.  This is the perfect time of year for some Day Trips, 
and I hope you consider planning and leading a fun Day Trip very soon – or even an Overnight trip to a 
fabulous location!  If you need inspiration on where to take a group, please check out my recent BLAST 
requesting Day Trip Leaders, or contact me for more information.  If you want to understand the need for 
and popularity of Day Trips, just ask Ron and Donna Berst who are Leading a March 30th Day Trip to 
Spencer NC.  This Day Trip filled up so fast they had to find more restaurant space and open it up to a few 
more cars, and that filled up as well. With over 300 members in QCCC, there is a large demand for events 
and especially Day Trips, and it would be great to have a ton of volunteer leaders--and a full calendar of 
Trips this year!  Let’s do it. 

 

Before we talk about upcoming events, I wanted to send a special thanks to Event Leader Peggy Wood, 
music coordinator Roger Winge, and all the volunteers who set up, decorated, cleaned up and helped 
make the February Valentine’s Social a great success.  We especially appreciate QCCC member Bob 
Chichester who coordinates the Indian Trail VFW for us each year for our Social and the meeting.  And 
once again, Rossini’s Restaurant prepared a wonderful Italian meal for us with plenty of leftovers that 
some members were able to take home and enjoy!! 

 

And if you missed the 2018 QCCC Awards Banquet on Saturday, March 2, you missed a great one!!  
The fabulous social event was planned and coordinated by Event Leader Margo Gross and her team of 
volunteers at the always fabulous Speedway Club in Concord.  The Club delivered a five-star meal of filet 
mignon, juicy chicken and a picture-worthy dessert – and coupled with great music entertainment from the 
award-winning band 2 Much Sylvia and some totally fun dancing, the evening was a huge success.  Con-
gratulations to all the 2018 Award Winners – we all sincerely appreciate your outstanding contributions to 
Queen City Corvette Club!! 

 

And so, what upcoming Social Events do we have planned? 

 

March 30 – Day Trip - BBQ and Choo Choo’s – our first for 2019! Thanks to Event Leaders Ron 
and Donna Berst for coordinating our first Day Trip of 2019 to Lexington NC for lunch and Spencer NC 
to visit the NC Transportation Museum.  While this Day Trip filled up quickly because of restaurant limi-
tations, Ron and Donna encourage others interested to simply join us at the Transportation Museum for 
the Tour at 1 pm, and then ride the train after if you wish.  Just stop for lunch somewhere on your own and 
then join the group. 

Social  Scene 
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April 13 – QCCC Annual Picnic at the Loftin Garage and Homestead in Troutman will be held prior to the 
April business meeting.  And many thanks to Tommy and Brenda Loftin for hosting us each year at their beautiful 
facility.  Event Leader Michael Bullard has sent out the first BLAST with all the details for the day.  Sonny’s 
BBQ will once again cater a BBQ Pork & Chicken dinner will all the fixins’ for $14 per person, serving to begin at 
4:30 pm.  To register for dinner, please sign-up and make payment at the March Meeting, or Email Michael 
Bullard at mikepbullard2@carolina.rr.com  by April 4.  Checks made out to QCCC will be accepted at the March 
meeting, or you can Mail your check to Treasurer Craig Smith, P.O. Box 574, Paw Creek, NC 28130. Checks must 
be received by April 4.  Dinner is optional, so if you prefer, you may bring your own picnic to enjoy during the 
day.  Folks are welcome to arrive at Loftin’s (244 Hicks Road, Troutman) AFTER 2PM for Social time, and vol-
unteers are requested to bring appetizers.  Hope to see you there. 

 

May 11 – Refreshments during Corvettes in the Round --prior to the May Business Meeting at Hopewell Pres-
byterial Church, Huntersville, NC.  Currently there is NO Event Leader for this event, so please contact me if you 
would volunteer to coordinate.  This is an easy one – just need to send a BLAST requesting member volunteers to 
bring snacks, setup tables for the food, and clean up.  Hope you will consider leading this one.  

 

May 17-19 Maggie Valley Overnighter – Tom and Terri Pennoni will once again serve as Event Leaders for this 
great trip to Maggie Valley.  An initial BLAST has been sent with all the details, so you will want to reserve your 
room soon at the newly renovated Maggie Valley Creekside Inn, 828-926-1301.  The Pennoni’s have reserved a 
block of 25 rooms at the hotel, so mention QCCC or Tom’s name to register for the special rates.  Please see the 
BLAST or contact Tom Pennoni for additional information, t_pennoni@hotmail.com . 

 

For those of you who like to plan out your yearly Social Calendar, here are some more planned QCCC events for 
2019, along with names of those who have volunteered to lead them.  Events (e.g., Day Trips etc.) will be added as 
more members volunteer as Event Leaders.  If any details change, we’ll let you know. 

Upcoming 2019 Social Events and Event Leaders 

March 30 – BBQ & Choo Choo’s – Ron & Donna Berst 

April 13 – Annual Picnic at Loftin’s Garage – Michael Bullard 

May 11 – Vettes in the Round Refreshments – OPEN 

May 17-19 – Maggie Valley Overnighter – Tom & Terri Pennoni 

June 8 – Speedway Club Dinner after Meeting – Peggy Wood 

June 29 – Troutman Parade & Lunch - Tommy & Brenda Loftin 

July 14-19 – Annual NCRS Convention (1 night) Overnighter – TBD 

August 10 –Anniversary Meeting Refreshments Hendricks – Misty Fisher, Valerie Cunningham 

August 26-September 1 – National Corvette Caravan to Bowling Green and Carolinas/Virginia Caravan Kickoff 
in Concord, NC – Frank Sancineto (QCCC Associate Member) 

October 5 – Annual BBQ at Davidson’s Farm – Bill & Julia Davidson, Margo Gross 

November 9 – Speedway Club Dinner after Meeting – Peggy Wood 

November 2 – Corvette Angels Toy Drive & Brunch – Bill Cruthis & Peggy Wood 

December 7 – Christmas Party – Donna Berst  

So, obviously there is some fun social stuff planned for this year, but we welcome more ideas for Events, Day 
Trips, and Overnight Trips to add to the list – with of course, Event Leaders.  Let’s all pitch in to make 2019 a fun 
and fabulous year! 

 

Hope to see you soon!! 

Carolyn 

  

mailto:mikepbullard2@carolina.rr.com
mailto:t_pennoni@hotmail.com
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Queen City Corvette Club Discount Pricing 
Rick Hendrick City Chevrolet 

Effective February 8, 2018 
 

Having been with the Hendrick Automotive Group for over 18 years, my career started at City 
Chevrolet.  As the flagship store, we strive to not only represent, but set the benchmark for the 
culture of the organization.  We often say, “City people make City Chevrolet,” and that’s why I’m 
excited to not only come back to where I started (my “home”) but also to rebuild the City pride 
in our teammates, customers, vendors, and partners alike. 
 
I’m dedicated to rebuilding the relationship between the Queen City Corvette Club and Rick 
Hendrick City Chevrolet.  Our team is looking forward to further fostering the connection 
through the mutual support of our organizations.  You have my commitment. 

Chris Boone, General Manager 

NEW VEHICLES 
Members pay “Dealer Invoice” or “Supplier Pricing,” 
whichever is less from Chevrolet.  Rebates or 
incentives will be applied.  General Manager may 
limit this offer to “in-stock” or “on-order” vehicles.  
Extra costs may apply for locates, transportation, or 
specialty vehicles. 

PRE-OWNED VEHICLES 
Retail in-stock vehicles may be purchased for $500 
over inventory amount.  Extra costs may apply for 
transportation or specialty vehicles.  Vehicle must 
pass NCSI through our service department.  Over 
7000 pre-owned vehicles available through our 
Hendrick network.  Shipping costs may apply. 

PARTS & SERVICE 
15% discount off posted customer-pay rate for GM 
original equipment parts and service labor.  May not 
be combined with other coupons or specials.  

REFERRAL BONUS 
We’ll thank you with a $100 gift card when you refer 
a non-QCCC member who purchases a vehicle. 
Friends & Family of QCCC Members will receive a 
10% Service discount. 

QCCC MEMBER CONCIERGE 
Rick Accurso 

Inventory Manager & Corvette Specialist 
704-566-7447 

Rick.Accurso@hendrickauto.com 
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Thank you for supporting our  

sponsors and advertisers! 

http://www.wegotlifts.com/
http://www.companycasuals.com/QCCorvette/start.jsp
http://www.citychevrolet.com/
http://www.klassicrides.com/
http://www.albertineflorals.com/
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Thank you for supporting our  

Sponsors and Advertisers! 

TEAM LOGO  USA 

For ALL your Promotional Product Needs! 

Ron Berst           704-661-4751 

www.TeamLogoUSA.com 

http://www.citychevrolet.com/
http://www.keeautotop.com/
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Click Here for the QCCC Website Homepage 

 

Click Here for Last Month’s Club Business Meeting Minutes 

 

Click Here for Archived Newsletters 

Click on the Calendar Below to   

Access the Events Calendar Page on the QCCC Website. 

Once you’re there, just click on the month name in the top 
section to scroll to the next or previous month. 

https://queencitycorvette.com/?page_id=1287 

http://www.queencitycorvette.com/
https://queencitycorvette.com/?page_id=510
https://queencitycorvette.com/?page_id=508
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

MARCH 3, 2019 

 

                                              “HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY! “  

 

Can you believe we are already into March?  I’m excited because we are getting closer to summer and that means more 
road time with our Corvettes. The buds on the trees are getting ready to pop and the daffodils are already up!  St. Patrick’s 
Day is only 2 weeks away and that means plenty of green adult beverages.  In case you didn’t know, it is a cultural and reli-
gious celebration where we celebrate St. Patrick, the patron Saint of Ireland, who died on March 17, 461 A.D.   The day also 
commemorates the arrival of Christianity in Ireland.  Celebrations include public parades, festivals, green beer, and the 
wearing of the green.  Legend says, if you don’t wear green, you could get pinched by a Leprechaun!  Saint Patrick’s Day is 
also celebrated in Canada, Great Britain, Argentina, Australia, and New Zealand.  For me, it’s a great day because I will defi-
nitely be celebrating with a few beers, I am half Irish after all.  Hope you all have a fantastic St. Patrick’s Day!   

Last night QCCC celebrated our Annual Banquet at the Charlotte Motor Speedway Club.  I must say it was one of the BEST I 
have attended.  We had about 140 people in attendance, more than last year.  The banquet was located in the fifth floor 
Main Ballroom, with easy access to two bars.  The food was outstanding, along with the always great service by the CMS 
Staff.  This year’s gift was a 12 oz. beer mug with the QCCC Logo on one side and our sponsor City Chevrolet’s logo on the 
other.  The award-winning band “Too Much Sylvia” performed and were spectacular.  There are probably several, like me, 
whose legs, feet, and hips are “paying the price” of all that action.  

Special thanks to City Chevrolet for the QCCC Gifts, Carolyn Zimmer, Margo Gross, Mike Mariano, Keith Cross, Bob & Mari-
lyn Becker, and all our volunteers, for making last night a most memorable evening.  Looking forward to next year’s event 
already!! 

 

MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS: 

TOTAL Membership   365 

TOTAL Families    205 

Prospective Members                                        24 

NEW Members 2019                                 13     

Avg. Mtg. Attendance   135 

 

Don’t forget our next meeting is at Streetside Classics on March 9.  Be sure to bring your chairs!  Also, Auto Fair will be held 
on Saturday, April 6th and Sunday April 7th.  Come on out and help support your Queen City Corvette Club.  Look forward to 
seeing you at both events. 

 

All the Best 

Paul Schmitt, Membership Director 
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National Corvette Museum  

NCM CORNER 

I used to call this time of year the “Winter Woes” but I think maybe “Monsoon Madness” 
is a better term for this year.  So what to do besides shoring up the levees or building 
an ark?  How about getting the chariot ready for all the planned excursions when the 
weather turns.  I’ve started the yearly clay bar, polish, and wax routine so it will be well 
protected from the sun and other damaging elements.  Thank goodness for buffers. 

And speaking of excursions, it’s only two months to our yearly trek to the NCM Bash.  
We have a great group signed up for the event and it includes several new members 
which we all need to make sure they come back as seasoned veterans.  I believe eve-
ryone going has a room and hopefully you have registered for the Bash with the muse-
um.  Our local Daniel Boone guide, Tom Pennoni, will once again be leading the main 
contingent on Wednesday so everyone going with the group should have a trusty radio 
with them to maximize the enjoyment of the trip. 

If you want to venture outside the QCCC/NCM arena of activities, there are a couple of 
events going on that you should check out.  The Corvette Expo in Pigeon Forge is hap-
pening on March 15-16 and is a fun gathering.  A NCM Museum in Motion (MIM) tour 
of the western national parks is planned for September 22-28 with registration opening 
on March 4

th
.  If you have never toured the main parks out west and aren’t up to mak-

ing all the reservations yourself, this trip is a golden opportunity for a true adventure. 

And then the biggie in August.  The sixth national caravan to the NCM to celebrate its 
25

th
 Anniversary of the grand opening.  If you are taking part in this event you are truly 

lucky in that you have an outstanding caravan captain, local leader and support team.  
This means that your experience and involvement will be maximized with minimal effort 
on your part.  Your local leader, Wade Stickels, is available to answer any questions 
you may have and will ensure all your bases are covered.  Your rooms in Bowling 
Green and reserved seats at the Hall of Fame dinner are taken care of so all you need 
to do is make sure you are registered for both the national and regional caravan and 
activities.  Carolyn Zimmer is handling registration for the local caravan so check with 
her to enjoy all the local activities.  If you would like to place a business or personal ad 
in the route book to support the caravan, please contact Chris Wood.  More info to 
come in the following months. 

 

Thanks to all of you who have responded to my request for your status as a NCM 
member.  To maximize your experiences at the museum you definitely need to be a 
member.  If you have not responded as of yet, please do so as quickly as possible. 

 

 

Save the Wave 

Paul Mariano 

NCM Ambassador 
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THE CAROLINAS & VIRGINIA CORVETTE CARAVAN OVERVIEW 

2019 National Corvette Museum Caravan 
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 CARAVAN FUNDRAISING 

mailto:2RedVettes@att.net
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Vintage QCCC days with the Vintage Gang: Bill Cruthis, Bill Ingram, Darrell Kirkley, and 
Travis Meredith 

 

This month we hope to show how the club operated from excerpts of the QCCC Newsletters 
from 1978 thru 1982. It is interesting that thru out, our newsletters always had slices of humor 
sprinkled in. In the beginning as now we were a fun loving bunch. The high speed event in the 
convention of 78 really put the racing bug in our veins. QCCC remained committed to racing 
from 78 thru the early nineties. 

     I will include a scan of Trav’s artwork on the inside cover showing the then current board. 
For a while we had the spotlight member which high-lighted facts and info on a member/
family. Around 2005 to 2009 Phillip Lewis did the member of the month and we should re-start 
that program. A hand drawn flyer for an autocross in Statesville. And some monthly copies of 
the QCCC Enquirer.  Remember this was about the time Dallas was big on TV and often we 
had to hurry thru the meeting and meal to rush home and watch J.R.  I don’t remember any 
Corvettes in the Dallas show, but that was good as they had a long dusty drive way leading to 
the ranch.  

     I know back in these days there were events every weekend in the neighboring clubs. We 
will address that next month.  I had in my mind that we were always going to events weekly and 
that may have tailed off, however if we look at our calendar today usually 3 weekends a month 
are covered up and we want more day trips added. The difference between now and then, we 
were working and could not do much during the week, so the Friday, Saturday, Sunday trips/
events were well attended. When viewing the flyer notice we were racing on the city road which 
was blocked off. This event was sponsored by Plastic Cars of Statesville, and was done at the 
city Dogwood Festival. A flyer was made and distributed to surrounding clubs. Think of our 
technology today to send information out and realize the extra time it took to get it in the news-
letter. If you will take enough time to read this and go over our history I think you will find 
how hard it was to keep us growing to where we are today. You will see familiar names like 
Meredith, Kirkley, Strausborger and Craig. Enjoy learning about our past they also were great 
times. 

 

Respectfully submitted:  Bill Cruthis 
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QCCC Cars at the October 12, 2019 Corvette Show 

Last year we judged 235 Corvettes which included 60 QCCC Corvettes. The judging process started at 8:00 AM and was finished around noon. It was con-
ducted by 20 highly trained and highly skilled judges with the goal to judge each Corvette equally. 

As mentioned in 2018 we judged 235 Corvettes and Bloomington Gold had an additional 65 Corvettes totaling 300 Corvettes on premises. In 2019 our goal 
is to have 500 Corvettes on premises at Hendrick Motorsport Complex which would include 100 QCCC Corvettes, 100 Corvettes involved in Bloomington 
Gold and 300 Guest Corvette Club cars to be judged. With this calculation it will take about 24 judges or 12 teams of judges. We are requiring all judges go 
through a training program with instructions as how to judge so we all can be on the same page and judge all cars equally and fairly. If you feel you are qual-
ified please let your Judging Team Leader, Brian Moore or myself know of your interest.  

Due to the large number of Corvettes to be judged we have decided to change the QCCC Corvettes from a Judged Award to a Participants Choice Award 
program. This is how the program will work and we expect 100 QCCC Corvettes to participate. 

 

QCCC Participants Choice Award 

Each participant will receive a ballot, guest Corvettes and QCCC Corvettes alike 

Each participant will be allowed one vote for the QCCC Participant Choice Award 

Participants Choice Award voting will be open from 8:00 AM to 12:00 Noon 

Voting criteria is based on the Corvette you prefer the most 

The top 10 QCCC Corvettes will receive a Participants Choice Award for 2019 

 

This awards process will eliminate the need to judge 100 QCCC Corvettes and allow the judging team to begin the judging process earlier for guest Cor-
vettes. 

 

The second part of this new car show process will include new rules for QCCC as a host club. Rather than focusing on our Corvettes we need to focus on 
the Corvette Show and our guest. In the past we all have paid a registration fee for our Corvettes to participate. This year we will still have to register our 
Corvettes, however there will be NO CHARGE REGISTRATION for QCCC. We will still be allowed to participate in the door prizes, silent auction, 50/50 
drawing, Hendrick Tours, T-shirts and all other show functions. As nothing is truly free, there is a catch for this NO CHARGE REGISTRATION and is out-
lined below. 

 

QCCC Corvette Show NO CHARGE REGISTRATION 

There will be no charge for QCCC registration, but you must register. 

We expect 100 Corvettes to register. 

Each QCCC member MUST sign up for one of the work stations during the show. Sign-up sheets will be available for you to participate. 

To offset the cost each QCCC member must donate an item for either the goody bag (300 goody bags), silent auction or door prize items. A list of 
items will be available for your convenience. 

Each QCCC member must help promote the Corvette show by using the flyers provided, word of mouth or the internet. We also encourage you to con-
tact your local newspaper, TV, radio or magazine to promote the show. 

 

This year will be one of the largest Corvette shows in the country and I am sure you want to be a part of this HUGE QCCC event at Hendrick Motorsport 
Complex in 2019. 

 

Thank you for all your dedicated help and I will see you at the sign-up table. 

Tommy Loftin, Car Show Coordinator 
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 QCCC Members & Guests Photos 

There are many, many more to see on the website! 

Click Here to View the Photo Gallery 

 

Do you have club photos you would like to share? 

Click Here to Upload to the Photo Gallery 

or copy and paste the link below to your browser:   

http://qcccphoto.smugmug.com/upload/rZ6vZk/QCCCMemberGallery.  

Please send an email to photo@queencitycorvette.com to let Karin know there 
are pictures recently loaded to the member upload gallery and to which event 

the photos apply. 

http://qcccphoto.smugmug.com/
http://qcccphoto.smugmug.com/upload/rZ6vZk/QCCCMemberGallery
https://qcccphoto.smugmug.com/upload/rZ6vZk/QCCCMemberGallery
mailto:photo@queencitycorvette.com
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mailto:photo@queencitycorvette.com
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Last Laughs 


