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We Are Proudly Sponsored By City Chevrolet 

Official Newsletter of NC’s Largest Corvette Club August 2020 

The  

Queen City  

Corvette Gazette 

 

Hope to see everyone at our 52nd Anniversary Celebration  

At Victory Lanes on August 8th! 
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The Queen City Corvette Gazette is the official newsletter of the Queen City Corvette Club (QCCC), established in 1968, 
and is electronically published and distributed monthly by volunteers and members of QCCC.. Additional information regard-
ing QCCC is available at our website:  www.queencitycorvette.com .   QCCC is a non-profit club (501(c)(7)) whose members 
all share a common appreciation and love of America’s Sports Car – the Corvette. Dues and donations are not tax deductible.  
In addition to various social activities for members, QCCC raises money for and participates with various local charities. We 
strive to promote exciting, safe and fun ways to enjoy our Corvettes. We hold business meetings on the second Saturday of 
each month. Our monthly business meeting usually incorporates social time.  After an initiation fee of $10.00 per person, club 
dues are $100 per year to be paid semiannually or annually. These dues go to cover the cost of programs, events, running 
the club, and subsidizing the cost of our meetings. Club officers and supporting staff serve as volunteers. To become a mem-
ber of the QUEEN CITY CORVETTE CLUB, you must be at least 21 years of age, own a Corvette and attend at least three 
(3) monthly business meetings within a six-month period.  Come check us out – we love to meet fellow Corvette Enthusiasts!  
For additional membership information, visit https://queencitycorvette.com/?page_id=330 or contact our Membership Director 
at membership@queencitycorvette.com .  We would love to have you join us for a monthly business meeting.   If you can’t 

join us, please WAVE!   

QCCC’s mailing address is: Queen City Corvette Club, PO Box 574 Paw Creek, NC 28130 

President Paul Mitchell 

Vice President Richard Gwilt 

Treasurer Craig Smith 

Secretary Carolyn Zimmer 

Social Director Donna Berst 

Automotive Director Roger Winge 

Membership Director Paul Schmitt 

Member-At-Large  Carl Bartlett 

QCCC Car Show Director Tommy Loftin 

Newsletter Editor Angela Brannick 

Directory & Database Paul Pelkey 

Webmaster Roger Winge 

NCM Ambassador Paul Mariano 

Photography Coordinator Carl Bartlett 

Historian Travis Meredith 

Charity Tommy Loftin 

Facebook Coordinator Jamie Hinson 

Primary Sponsor Liaison Keith Cross 

Please visit the QCCC web site Archive page for previous issues of the Gazette 
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http://www.queencitycorvette.com/
https://queencitycorvette.com/?page_id=330
mailto:membership@queencitycorvette.com
https://queencitycorvette.com/?page_id=508
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Queen City  

  Corvette Conversations 

 

  ~ Paul Mitchell, President 

So the summer is (theoretically) two thirds over, and QCCC is still patiently (?) waiting for 
things to improve. We have had a couple of small events that were fun, and attendance gradu-
ally improved at each one. But now we are going to get more and bigger events going for us. 
Of course, all with masks and proper distancing; we feel that we can do this safely and still 
have fun. 

August 8th is our normal meeting date, and it’s a special one. It is our annual Anniversary 
Celebration, and we are not going to let that go by without having an event. QCCC will cele-
brate 52 years of continuous operation, and that certainly requires recognition and celebration. 
Look for a Blast that will cover all the details. This will not be an official meeting, but will 
highlight our longevity and success. Please try to attend, if even for a short time. Hint – free 
ice cream! We also hope to have prospective members attend this event as well. Without 
meetings for the past several months, we have several prospective members that are patiently 
waiting to meet us and have some great QCCC fun so this will be an exciting day. 

You have recently received a Blast describing a Cruise In on August 22. VP Ricky Bobby has 
lined up a fun event at the VFW in Indian Trail for us to get together while helping out that 
facility as well. The current situation has affected so many things, and the VFW needs our 
support to keep afloat. We meet there twice per year, so we will support them any way we 
can. 

The Board has approved official meetings to be held starting with our September 12 date. 
That meeting and the October meeting will be held outdoors, with plans for the last two meet-
ings of the year to be held in an indoor setting. Proper precautions will be taken at all QCCC 
events. 

We appreciate all members’ patience and cooperation during these past and very trying 
months. As stated before, with 52 years of continuous operation, NOTHING is going to stop 
or interrupt QCCC. We will regain traction and be stronger than ever. So again, take care and 
be hopeful and soon we will be able to do what we do best……….. 

Love ‘em, drive ‘em, cherish ‘em. It’ll make you and your car smile. 
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It is unbelievable that we are entering into August and we have not had a QCCC Meeting in 6 months!!!!  But… 
we have had several “social distanced & masked” gatherings and several more are in the works. So, check your 
email for BLASTS. 

Thank you to VP Dick Gwilt for organizing the Victory Lane cruise-in! Even though we got a little rain it was a fun 
get together with 16 cars in attendance. Then last Saturday we had 22 corvettes for a sunset caravan through 
Lake Norman State Park, Downtown Mooresville & Davidson ending at Carolina Cones for a sweet treat! Thanks 
to my hubby for putting this trip together.  

If you have an idea for a “safe” cruise-in or cruise-to locations, please contact me or one of the board members. 
donnaberst@windstream.net  

*ALL ACTIVITIES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

Saturday August 8th:  QCCC Anniversary Celebration Cruise-In Look for an upcoming BLAST!!!! 

Friday, August 14th - Sunday 16th: Maggie Valley Creekside Lodge Maggie Valley, NC 28751 Tom & Terri 
have been busy lining up safe & socially distanced dining locations. Look for upcoming emails. If you have 
questions call Tom at 704-746-4527.  

Saturday August 22nd: Cruise-In to VFW Post 100 VFW Lane Indian Trail, NC  28079 

5:00 – 7:00 pm RAIN OR SHINE As a fund raiser, the VFW is offering carry-out or dine-in dinners, and a cash 
bar in the patio area.  For just $5 you can have a hotdog, chips, and soda or water. The BBQ dinner is $6. 
(CASH ONLY) You can order food and drinks at the back yard patio window and eat at the patio tables, go 
to your chairs in the parking lot, or go inside to the socially distanced air conditioned Meeting Hall and bar 
room. Questions & RSVP to rgwilt@me.com  

Saturday September12th: Picnic at The Loftin’s Homestead 244 Hicks Rd in Troutman, NC Mark your cal-
endars and look for a BLAST and details in Next month’s Newsletter. 

Friday September 18th - September 20th: Oktoberfest Trip to Helen Georgia 

There are NO scheduled QCCC plans but you may attend on your own. Steve Bonino reserved 25 rooms for 
a minimum two-night stay. Steve will not be attending but is happy to share information with you. 

vettegs17@gmail.com  Cancel or Confirm your own reservation. Baymont Hotel in Helen Georgia (706) 
878-2111 

Saturday October 10th:  Picnic at The Davidson’s Farm in York, SC Bring your own picnic dinner, beverages  
and chairs. More info to follow… 

** Look for BLASTS about upcoming socially distanced Wednesday Night Dinners at Big Daddy’s Res-
taurant!!!! 

Praying you & your families are faring well. Hope to see you all SOON!  

It’s not where you go… but who you travel with that makes the journey special! 

 

Social Scene SOCIAL DIRECTOR 

  ~ Donna Berst ~ 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Queen City Corvette Club Discount Pricing  

Rick Hendrick City Chevrolet  

Effective February 1, 2020 
Having been with the Hendrick Automotive Group for over 18 years, my career started at City Chevrolet.  As the flagship store, 
we strive to not only represent, but set the benchmark for the culture of the organization.  We often say, “City people make City 
Chevrolet,” and that’s why I’m excited to not only come back to where I started (my “home”) but also to rebuild the City pride in 
our teammates, customers, vendors, and partners alike.  

 I’m dedicated to rebuilding the relationship between the Queen City Corvette Club and Rick Hendrick City Chevrolet.  Our team 
is looking forward to further fostering the connection through the mutual support of our organizations.  You have my commitment. 
Chris Boone, General Manager  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REFERRAL BONUS  

We’ll thank you with a $100 gift card when you refer a 

non-QCCC member who purchases a vehicle. 

Friends and Family of QCCC Members will receive  

a 10% service discount. 

 

 

         NEW VEHICLES  

Members pay “Employee Pricing” on all NEW, 
in-stock Chevrolet vehicles (C8 Corvette, select 
new models , ad specialty vehicles excluded).  
Rebates and/or incentives will be applied.  Ex-
tra costs may apply for locates, transportation 
or specialty vehicles.  

PRE-OWNED VEHICLES  

Retail in-stock vehicles may be purchased for $500 
over inventory amount.  Extra costs may apply for 
transportation or specialty vehicles.  Vehicle must 
pass NCSI through our service department.  Over 
8000 pre-owned vehicles available through our Hen-
drick network. Shipping costs may apply.  

         PARTS & SERVICE 

15% discount off posted customer-pay rate for 
GM original equipment parts ad service labor.  
May not be combined with other coupons or 
specials. 

COLLISION CENTER 

10% discount off customer-pay rates.  Not ap-
plicable on insurance claims or rates. 

QCCC MEMBER PURCHASE CONCIERGE 

Rick Accurso 

Inventory Manager & Corvette Specialist 

704-566-7447 

Rick.Accurso@hendrickauto.com 

QCCC MEMBER SERVICE CONCIERGE 

Saverio Longobardo 

Service Advisor 

704-566-7407 

Saverio.Longobardo@hendrickauto.com 
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Thank you for supporting  

our Sponsors and Advertisers! 

http://www.wegotlifts.com/
http://www.citychevrolet.com/
http://www.klassicrides.com/
http://www.keeautotop.com/
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Thank you for supporting our  

Sponsors and Advertisers! 

TEAM LOGO  USA 
For ALL your Promotional Product Needs! 

Ron Berst       704-661-4751 

www.TeamLogoUSA.com 

http://www.citychevrolet.com/
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Same as last month, hope everyone is healthy and safe.  Really missing all the club and car events and it is 

not looking good for several months to come.  The Corvette Racing Team took first and second at Sebring.  

The next televised IMSA event will be Road America at Elkhart Lake, WI Sunday August 2nd at 12 PM. 

 

NOTE: ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS - Check Facebook 

Pages & Websites for the latest event news. 

 

Here’s some pictures to help battle QCCCWS (Queen City Corvette Club Withdrawal Symptom)!! 

             

 

 

UPCOMMING 2020 AUTOMOTIVE EVENTS 

NOTE: ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS 

Check Facebook Pages & Websites for the latest event news 

 

 

 

Roger Winge 

Automotive Events Director 

AUTOMOTIVE 

INSIDER 
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 Car Show Director’s Update and Charities 

 

As the Covid 19 virus continues to control our lives we are seeing numerous Corvette events being canceled 
or the structure changed drastically. QCCC Car Show is still on go as we are anticipating the restrictions to 
allow us to have our show. QCCC and the Hendrick staff is still working hard to prepare for the show. We 
have contacted numerous food and parts vendors and have a complete layout of the Hendrik Campus as to 
where everything will be located. This year QCCC will again be in its old location in front of the Team 
Store. Don’t miss out on this and sign up for the show. It is at no cost to you and you will receive a QCCC 
Challenge coin and show t-shirt even if we have to make changes in the show. 

The following will explain what you are to do: 

By signing up to bring your Corvette you are agreeing to work the day of the show and bring a door prize 
item or silent auction item. All you have to do is go to QCCC website and go to Club Info, Event Sig-
nup, QCCC Member Only Car Show Registration and use password DUNTOV. Then fill out the reg-
istration form. It is that simple. We currently have over 50 QCCC cars entered. Once you have regis-
tered you will receive one of the numbered QCCC Car Show Challenge Coins as a token for your 
participation. 

 

QCCC Charity Committee 

The Charity Committee is still working with both of our 2020 charities, Wings of Eagles Ranch and Kids 
First of the Carolinas and we are planning Fall activities with both. We will keep you informed with dates 
and times. 

The 2021 Charity Committee is also working on our next years charities and we will provide our board with 
our recommendations in October and present it to the members in November. 

Thank you, 

Tommy Loftin, QCCC Car Show Director 

Brenda Loftin, QCCC Charity Committee Chairperson 
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Saying Good-bye to an Old Friend 

 

The day has come for QCCC member Jane Burt.  Having bought a house in Salis-
bury, she has sold her house of 27 years where many of you have attended Jane and 
her late husband’s famous QCCC BBQ.  Eddie’s children – Eddie Jr. and his son 
Lane, Beverly and her husband John – drove all the way from Texas to bring their 
Dad’s prized possessions back with them. 

 

They filled a U-Haul with car parts, race and QCCC trophies, the famous BBQ Smok-
er, and yes, Eddie’s 1966 Big Block Corvette which has been stored, and has not 
been driven for 52 years. The missing stickers will be replaced, the motor will be 
brought back to life, and the 25,413 miles on it will be long gone! 

 

I had the pleasure of helping them push the Vette up onto the U-Haul trailer and taking 
pictures of Jane behind the wheel with a big old smile on her face.  Jane also handed 
over the keys to the 2004 Corvette - which she and Eddie drove over 105,000 miles 
together in – to Lane for him to drive Texas. Thus completing the circle of life. 

 

This would bring tears to anyone’s eyes. 

 

So remember, all of you working on, repairing, washing and polishing your Corvettes 
and wondering why you do it for an old car, remember, someday someone special will 
have a smile on their face. 

 

 

VP Report August 2020 
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On the QCCC Meeting front, we have in the works, cruise-in get-togethers on the 
following dates: 

 

Aug. 8 Cruise-in to celebrate QCCC’s 52 years!  Details in future BLAST. 

Aug. 22 Cruise-in to VFW.  Details in future BLAST. 

Sept. 12 Cruise-in and picnic at the Loftin’s.  Details in future BLAST. 

Oct. 10 Cruise-in and picnic at Davidson’s Farm. Details in future BLAST. 

 

I am presently working on locations that accommodate both inside and outside activ-
ities for November, December, and January. 

 

Dick Gwilt, VP 

704-651-8613 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!!!    HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!!!!! 
 

Hi QCCC Members!!! 

 

We hope you are all keeping cool in this very warm weather and enjoying your time as much as you 
can!!!  As we have shared in the past, the Board wants to recognize QCCC member Birthdays by pub-
lishing them in the Newsletter each month until we can meet again in person!!  And if you really enjoy 
seeing these Birthday lists each month, we may publish these here even after we can meet again in per-
son.   

 

If you have an AUGUST Birthday, its’ YOUR TURN!! (See the List Below) While we may not be able 
to celebrate your Birthday in person with each of you, our virtual Happy Birthday wishes are no less 
heartfelt!    

We wish you ALL a VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!! 
And as we also shared previously, the Club is still presenting some lucky Birthday member, selected at 
random, a Restaurant Gift Card – now via EMAIL!   If the Restaurant E-gift card winner each month 
is not yet ready to dine-in, the restaurants represented on the E-gift card are also offering Takeout and/
or Curbside pickup.  

 

The August Restaurant E-Gift Card ticket was picked at random by QCCC member Don Zimmer 
(hey, its convenient).  Don is asking me for a salary increase for all this ‘work’ so, as I’ve said before -- 

if you are disappointed that your name wasn’t selected, you can talk to Don!!!!    �     

 

CONGRATULATIONS to:   CHUCK SOLLAND, the AUGUST Birthday e-Gift Card WINNER   

 

Hi CHUCK -- Please watch your EMAIL for your Restaurant E-GIFT CARD (make sure your email 
info QCCC database is correct!!).   

 

Again, HAPPY, HAPPY BIRTHDAY to All on the August List!!  
 

Hope its’ not too long until we can all be together in person again! 

  

Take Care, Be Safe, and Stay Healthy!!!  (Sending lots of virtual hugs……) 

 

Carolyn Zimmer 

QCCC Secretary 

Carolynz77@yahoo.com 

about:blank
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QCCC AUGUST BIRTHDAYS* 

8/1  Merle Elko 
8/3  Susan Kurt 

8/7 Boyd Kurt 

8/7 Larry Tucker 

8/9 Polly McKee 

8/9 Ralph Snow 

8/10 Virginia Nibarger 

8/11 Ron Berst 

8/11 Becky Bernhardt 

8/11 Mike Watts 

8/11 David Faircloth 
8/12 Ben Hinson 

8/12 Floyd Schwartz 

8/15 Brenda Melodovitch 

8/15 Jim Campbell 

8/15 Judy Jacob 

8/16 Richard Taddonio 

8/18 Chuck Solland         ******  E-GIFT CARD WINNER  **** 

8/18 Dawn Faircloth 
8/19 Donna Berst 

8/18 Nick Kendall 

8/19  Andy Melodovitch 

8/21 Jeff Garris 

8/22 Phil Smith 

8/24 Gary Cunningham 

8/26  EO Oakley 

8/29 Theresa James 

8/29 Bob Bartlett 

8/30  John Walton 
 

 

*QCCC Members:  If you would like your Birthday added or deleted 
from our Birthday List, please send an email to QCCC Secretary Car-
olyn Zimmer, carolynz77@yahoo.com. 

 

about:blank
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Total membership 343 

Total Families 187 

Prospective Members 29 

New Members 7 

Avg. Mos. Attendance 129 

~MEMBERSHIP  REPORT~ 

AUGUST 2020 

Paul Schmitt 

CARE AND COMPASSION- 

Sue Stickles- Continued prayer for Sue. She is doing well as she continues her treatments 
twice a month through August.  

sjstickels@aol.com     Sue- 704-564-0015  Please continue sending cards & emails. 

Al Kessel- Continued prayer for Al who is having treatments for his illness.  

Alkessel42@gmail.com Emails are welcome. 

 

Fred & Gloria McCoy- Fred having a difficult time with his illness. Please pray for Gloria & 
Fred for a speedy recovery.  

macvette@carolina.rr.com Cards & Emails are welcome.   

Pat Motta- Pat is recovering from Metastatic Breast Cancer. Prayers are most welcome for 
Pat and Bob as they go through these treatments. Cards and Emails are welcome.  

ramrace@aol.com 12725 Green Ashe Drive  Huntersville 28078. 

 

Beverly Terry- At home recovering from Knee Surgery. 

Bobterryfic@gmail.com      Beverly- 704-995-4037 

 

Norm Lontz- Norm has Melanoma on top of his head. Treating him with immunotherapy. In 
late July he will have one injection every three weeks for one year.  nilontz@aol.com 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP: 
Note: No New Members Due to COVID 19  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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 National Corvette Museum  

NCM CORNER. 

I don’t know if you have wondered, like I have, as to what it would be like to spend a year on station 
in a nuclear submarine.  I am now getting an inkling of how it would feel to be underwater for thirty 
days, come up to periscope depth and take a 360 degree view of the ocean and then submerging 
for another month.  Any sighting of anything but water must be exciting regardless of the conse-
quences.  The past three or four months have been like nothing but water for me.  Enough is 
enough, I’m ready to man battle stations.  The only problem is that we have no weapons at this time 
to combat the enemy.  So, it’s down scope and submerge for another month.  I hope all my fellow 
QCCC club members and friends everywhere are using their patience and staying out of harm’s 
way until we are provided the ammunition we need to defeat the enemy that is stalking us. 

My periscope did detect on its sweep two consecutive wins by the Corvette race team with their 
new C8R race cars.  A very bright spot in a dreary year. 

I have very few takers (13) for the trip to Bowling Green in September and that number has steadily 
decreased (to 7) as of this writing as people are wisely using great caution.  I will be advising those 
on my sign-up list as what the overall plan for our club will turn out to be. 

Should the Anniversary Event get cancelled or our trip gets put on the back burner, I encourage all 
of our members to help support the NCM by registering for the virtual event, shopping at the Cor-
vette Store, buying a brick and buying a raffle ticket for a new C8 Corvette.  Any support in any 
amount will be greatly appreciated. 

Before I sign off, I offer all the best wishes and prayers to our QCCC members that are fighting 
against the various illnesses attacking them.  Although you may not hear from each and every one 
of us, rest assured we are thinking of you constantly and can’t wait to get together and celebrate 
your recovery. 

BOX SCORE 

 

 

Save the Wave 

 

Paul Mariano 

NCM Ambassador 

No. of QCCC Family Units  -108 
No. of NCM Members -187 (57.7%) 
No. of Lifetime Members -  42 
No. of Duntov Society Members -    4  
No. of Spire Members -    5 
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Mirror mirror on the wall, why are there two of us? 

 

As you read this article, please pause and reflect how they accomplished this.  
Walt bought a 69 riverside gold/ tan skins. As his only car, he drove it with 
studded snow tires until after their marriage. Then Walt bought a “high lift” 
Ford ¾ ton pickup and Wendy drove the Corvette to her teaching job.  

When you read of all the trips they took, I cannot imagine taking a baby on a 
long journey and the passenger having to hold the infant. Also, there is only 12 
inches of pass through for luggage in the back. Then Walt put a bumper hitch 
on to pull snowmobiles. Point: snowmobiles are used in the snow which means 
you have to drive through snow to use them. The rear bumpers still have the 
holes under them where the hitch attached.  

After all the journeys the car retains it’s original paint and interior. I am tell-
ing you this was a major accomplishment. I lived through the same times with 
a 68, then a 70, then a 74. These cars are not made for long trips. I drove my 
68 in Illinois winters and I thought that was a feat, but not even close to what 
Walt did. It is just amazing that the 69 was able to survive. By golly I say hats 
off to W and W for a job well done. Corvette Fever! 

Submitted: Bill Cruthis 
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 Last Laughs 


