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QCCC Awards Banquet for 2022  

“Driving (and Dancing) through the Decades” 

1953 through the Present 
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3:30 p.m. - 9:45 p.m. 
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5555 Concord Pkwy. South Concord, NC  2827 

5th Floor Banquet Room 

See Social Scene (page 6) for details.  
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The Queen City Corvette Gazette is the official newsletter of the Queen City Corvette Club (QCCC), established in 1968, and 

is electronically published and distributed monthly by volunteers and members of QCCC.. Additional information regarding 

QCCC is available at our website:  www.queencitycorvette.com .   QCCC is a non-profit club (501(c)(7)) whose members all 

share a common appreciation and love of America’s Sports Car – the Corvette. Dues and donations are not tax deductible.  In 

addition to various social activities for members, QCCC raises money for and participates with various local charities. We strive 

to promote exciting, safe and fun ways to enjoy our Corvettes. We hold business meetings on the second Saturday of each 

month. Our monthly business meeting usually incorporates social time.  After an initiation fee of $10.00 per person, club dues 

are $100 per year to be paid semiannually or annually. These dues go to cover the cost of programs, events, running the club, 

and subsidizing the cost of our meetings. Club officers and supporting staff serve as volunteers. To become a member of the 

QUEEN CITY CORVETTE CLUB, you must be at least 21 years of age, own a Corvette and attend at least three (3) monthly 

business meetings within a six-month period.  Come check us out – we love to meet fellow Corvette Enthusiasts!  For additional 

membership information, visit https://queencitycorvette.com/?page_id=330 or contact our Membership Director 

at membership@queencitycorvette.com .  We would love to have you join us for a monthly business meeting.   If you can’t join 

us, please WAVE!   

QCCC’s mailing address is: Queen City Corvette Club      

PO Box 1621  400 Gilead Rd. Huntersville, NC  28078  

President Richard Gwilt 

Vice President Ron Berst 

Treasurer Morris Graham 

Secretary Kathie Finocchi 

Social Director Donna Berst 

Automotive Director Tim Fridley 

Membership Director 
Dan Brubaker 

 

QCCC Car Show Director Tommy Loftin 

Member-At-Large  Carl Bartlett 

Care and Compassion Paul Schmitt 

Newsletter Editor Pam Tucker 

Directory & Database Paul Pelkey 

Webmaster Roger Winge 

NCM Ambassador Paul Mitchell 

Photography Coordinator Alton Loe 

Historian Travis Meredith 

Charity Brenda Loftin 

Facebook Coordinator Jamie Hinson 

Please visit the QCCC web site Archive page for previous issues of the Gazette 

In This Issue 

http://www.queencitycorvette.com/
https://queencitycorvette.com/?page_id=330
mailto:membership@queencitycorvette.com
https://queencitycorvette.com/?page_id=508
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 PRESIDENT’S PAGE 
  
 
 
 
 
 
March 2023 
 

As I look at our February event calendar, for the first time in months, we had no major trips.  But we did 
have Cars and Coffee Days on the first three Saturdays in both January and February.  Even though 
QCCC was represented at all of them, most members are waiting until the weather warms up, so get your 
cars cleaned and mark your calendars to attend at least one in March. 
 

Our next major event is the Awards Banquet on March 11 which honors those members who contributed 
their time and talents in 2022.  We award the Member of the Year, as voted for by our members, the Presi-
dent’s Award given to those who went above and beyond being a member, and helped greatly in support-
ing the club, and the VP Awards are presented to members for volunteering or leading events during the 
year.  The Banquet is our largest social gathering of the year, so this is your chance to come out and see 
members who you may not have seen in a while. 
 

We did have one event in February – the QCCC 500 Karting event coordinated by Larry Tucker.  It was 
great fun with a few outstanding male and female drivers, and only one Red Flag for an injury time 
out.  She will tell you all about it.  Ask for pictures! 
 

We really take off in April with QCCC attending the Spring Auto Fair at Charlotte Motor Speedway, our 
charity, Wings of Eagles, will have a work day, then off to the NCM Bash in Bowling Green KY.  The 
hotel has sold all of our 37 rooms, but there are usually a few people that pull out, so if you have reserva-
tions and find you cannot attend, please do not cancel your room until you talk with Jane Burt.  She may 
know members that want to go and could use your room. 
 

We will have a short business meeting before the Banquet begins on March 11.  Please come and see what 
is in store for QCCC in 2023. 
 
Dick Gwilt, President 
rgwilt@me.com 
704-651-8613 

mailto:rgwilt@me.com
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READY. . .SET. . . 

GO! 



5 

 
 

     VP Stuff, Ron Berst  

WOW!  March already!  In last month’s newsletter I explained that as members attend, volunteer, and 
participate in most QCCC events/activities, points are accrued and compiled.  At our March banquet, 
those with the most points will be recognized and a gift certificate will be awarded to them.  Most mem-
bers have no idea how they stack up against the other members so there is some  anticipation and guess-
ing which I think adds to the fun.  Earning a gift certificate is rewarding, but the real winner is 
QCCC!!!  When you attend, participate and volunteer everyone wins and QCCC becomes a stronger, bet-
ter club.  As our club grows… we’re at approximately 400 members, there will be more opportunities and 
ways to contribute, volunteer and serve, everyone has some special gift that can make a difference!   

We all are very fortunate that many people in days gone by have made our club what it is, and we are 
lucky to be members of such a great Corvette club.  As I attend races, cars and coffee mornings, and other 
“Car Events” (especially Corvette) guys (and ladies) I talk to are amazed at the size, dedication and 
friendliness of our club.  I have had numerous people tell me their club is nothing like ours, but the dis-
tance makes it impossible for them to join QCCC. 

Finally, the March Banquet is just days away and if you have not signed up yet, drop what you are doing 
and do it now!  Socializing will be great!  The Meeting will be short, but important. The Dinner will be 
great (as usual for the Speedway club).  The participation awards will be great!  “Too Much Silvia” will 
be great!  Finally, the Member of the Year and President’s Award given to two very deserving members 
will cap off a great evening…it will be a great night! 

That’s it for now. 

Ron Berst, VP 
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            Social      Scene                   
 

 
SOCIAL DIRECTOR ~Donna Berst ~ 

 
It was great seeing everyone at Streetside Classics in February!  Because of the change in location, we 
postponed the Chili Cook Off until our April meeting and we can eat chili, hot dogs, chips, and plenty of 
desserts then.  If you paid for the chili dinner, I will keep your reservation until April.  If you will not be 
attending, I can refund the $5 cost of the meal at a later date.  
Enjoy those Corvettes! See you at the Banquet! 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Saturday March 11, 2023, Awards Banquet for 2022 – “Driving (and Dancing) through the Decades” 
1953 through the present.  

Location: Charlotte Motor Speedway Club 5555 Concord Pkwy. South Concord, NC 28027 – 5th Floor 
Banquet Room.  

•3:30 – 5:00 Social Time with Cocktails & Hors d’ oeuvres 

•5:00 – 5:30 Meeting and Introductions of Board, Staff, and Past Presidents  

•5:30 – 6:45 Dinner  

•6:45-7:00 VP Awards 

•7:00-8:30 Music Begins 

•8:30- 8:45 Member of the Year Award & President’s Choice Award 

•8:45 Music continues 

•Last call 9:30 

•9:45 Banquet ends 

You don’t want to miss out!  This evening is our biggest event of the year, and the cost is heavily subsi-
dized by the club.  A delicious carving Station Meal will be prepared by the Speedway chef. The re-
nowned band “Too Much Sylvia” will  play for your listening & “decade” dancing pleasure.  Please email 
me with any song requests you may have for the band. donnaberst@windstream.net  A self-pay bar will be 
open during the evening.  Come dressed in attire from your favorite Corvette Decade, in your Fancy Duds 
or just wear your Company Casual clothing. (Men must have on a collared shirt. NO Tees) You can re-
serve a hotel room at the Hampton Inn & Suites at a discounted  rate, which includes shuttle service to and 
from the Speedway. 

You can sign-up at our website https://queencitycorvette.com/ (password duntov) under club info/event 
sign-up.  REGISTER ASAP! 

 

Saturday March 17, 2023, Southern Distilling Day Trip. SAVE THE DATE! LOOK FOR AN EMAIL 
BLAST WITH DETAILS! 

https://queencitycorvette.com/
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Saturday April 8th Business Meeting & Chili Cook Off (with hot dogs)  

4:00-5:15 pm Social & Chili Tasting/5:15-6:00 pm Dinner/6:00 pm Business Meeting  

•Brenda & Tommy Loftin’s Homestead 244 Hicks Creek Rd Troutman, NC  28166 

•BRING CHAIRS!  

•Bring your own Beverages (alcoholic & non-alcoholic), bottled water will be available. 

•Look for a Blast with details. 

 

Annual Maggie Valley Overnighter  
Coordinators: Mo & Jo Graham mgraham0516@icloud.com 

Friday, May 19th through Sunday, May 21st, 2023 

Maggie Valley Creekside Lodge has blocked out the entire hotel (42 rooms) for us once again this year! 
Please follow the instructions below to reserve a room. 

•Maggie Valley Creekside Lodge 2716 Soco Rd., Maggie Valley, NC 28751 
 

•To reserve a room please call 828-926-1301.  Tell them you are with Queen City Corvette Club 
 

•Some rooms are up 1 flight of stairs, so specify your needs.  All rooms are non-smoking. 
 

•All rooms not spoken for from the block will be released on 05/06/2023. 

 

Myrtle Beach Car Show Weekend   

Coordinators: Dick Gwilt & Jane Burt  

DATE: Friday June 2nd-Sunday June 4th  

Look for a Blast with all the details. 

 
Donna Berst   ~   20223 QCCC Social Director 

It’s not where you go… but who you travel with that makes the journey special! 
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Here we are in March!  Happy St. Patrick’s Day and may the luck of the Irish be with you!   
 

Cars and Coffee will continue with one change.  Cars and Coffee at White Hall has been temporarily suspend-
ed as a result of some participants, not our club, failing to observe rules and a lack of courtesy to others.  Con-
tinue to watch for Blasts announcing future Cars and Coffee events.   
 

There are several upcoming Automotive events.  Some upcoming shows and events that members may be in-
terested in attending include:   

•On March 25th, the Gaston County Shrine Club will host their 1st Annual Toy Drive and Show and 
Shine.  The event will be at Eastridge Mall in Gastonia.   

•Corvette Expo, March 24-25, Pigeon Forge, TN.  Check it out at corvetteexpo.com or call 865.352.2701 
for information.   

•Rolling Through the Decades Art and Auto Show, April 22.  Benefits Webb Street School, Gastonia, 
NC.  Additional details will be provided when available.   

•Myrtle Beach Corvette Club Car Show, June 2-3.  Look for details in a future Blast.   

•Tickets for the Virginia International Speedway IMSA WeatherTech Championship, August 25-27, are 
on sale.  Details for Corvette Corral are not yet available.  Look for additional information once Corral 
ticketing is available.   

If you are interested in leading an event, let me know.  I can and will assist!   
 

The 2023 Spring Autofair at Charlotte Motor Speedway runs from April 13th through the 16th.  QCCC re-
served 35 spots for the FIRST 35 members who register online!  The entry fee is $31 per car.  On the first day 
of registration, 2/20, 16 QCCC members registered.  You can register for the show online by going to the 
QCCC website menu selections CLUB INFO - EVENT SIGN UP - 2023 Spring Autofair [password: 
‘duntov’].   

QCCC cars will be judged with trophies awarded as follows:   

•CLASS WINNERS:  C1/C2, C3/C4, C5/C6, First and second place C7 and First and second place C/8 
 

•Participant Choice Awards for Saturday and Sunday 
 

•PRESIDENT'S CHOICE 
 

•QCCC BEST OF SHOW 
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As a special feature on Sunday, the Speedway will populate the center of the infield with Concourse De Ele-
gance vehicles.  Don’t miss this opportunity to meet and mingle with other club members as well as auto en-
thusiasts. 

Just a bit of history:  Concours d'Elegance is a term of French origin that means a "competition of elegance" 
and refers to an event where prestigious vehicles are displayed and judged. It dates back to 17th-century 
France, where aristocrats paraded horse-drawn carriages in the parks of Paris during summer weekends and 
holidays. Over time, carriages became horseless and the gatherings became a competition among vehicle 
owners to be judged on the appearance of their vehicles.  

Tim Fridley 

Automotive Director 
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 QUEEN CITY CORVETTE CLUB 
SPONSOR - PATRONS - ADVERTISERS  

 

CLUB SPONSOR 

CLUB PATRONS  
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 CLUB ADVERTISERS  

DUNTOV LEVEL  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Z06 LEVEL 
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STINGRAY LEVEL  

SPONSOR - PATRONS – ADVERTISERS 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
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MARCH 2023 
 

Christine Schmitt-  
Christine will be having a second Knee Replacement on Monday, March 20, 2023.  The surgery will be in 
Novant Presbyterian Hospital.  This will be an out-patient procedure and hopefully, she will be In and out 
in a couple of hours.  This will be her 3rd surgery on this knee.  Asking for prayers for a successful surgery 
and a complete recovery and rehab.  
 

Thanks! 
 

Paul Schmitt 
 

Betsy Kashinsky- 
Betsy is at Generations Assisted Living in West Jefferson.  In the past 5 days she’s experienced a serious 
decline and she’s struggling.  I think it might be best if cards were mailed to our home and I’ll take them 
to Betsy since I see her every day.  Thanks for sharing, Paul, and I really appreciate everyone keeping us 
in their thoughts and prayers.  
 

Home address:  
 

Richard Kashinsky 

262A Fairway Heights Dr.  
West Jefferson, NC  28694 

 

Paul Schmitt, QCCC Care and Compassion 

paulandchristineschmitt@gmail.com  

mailto:paulandchristineschmitt@gmail.com
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Secretary’s Note: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello QCCC Members!                                         

It’s time to celebrate March QCCC Member birthdays!  Please join us in wishing everyone who is celebrat-
ing a birthday in March 

 . . .  a very Happy Birthday!!! 

At our February meeting, we randomly drew a lucky name from those in attendance celebrating birth-
days.  Shirley Pearson was our winner and she received a $50 restaurant gift card.  Congratulations 
Shirley!   

Our Awards Banquet and business club meeting will be on Saturday, March 11 at the Speedway Club in 
Concord.  The night will include good friends, great food and the local fabulous band “Too Much Syl-
via”.  Hope to see you there!  :) 

Until then, warmest regards ….. 

Kathie Finocchi 

QCCC Secretary 

(704)905-0394 

 

If you would like your birthday added or deleted from our list, please send an email to me at  

katfino@hotmail.com.  
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

     Frank Columbia   3/1 

     Magi Pritchett              3/1 

     Joe Troutwine              3/5 

     Tom McQueen   3/6 

     John Callahan               3/7 

     Debbie Rinehart   3/7  

     Bob Terry               3/8 

     Bonnie Wheeler   3/10 

     Tracey Comfort     3/12 

     Andy Anderson   3/14 

     Ron Stausborger   3/15 

     Don Conover               3/16 

     Edward Atkinson   3/17 

     Eddie Burt, Jr.                 3/19 

     Clark Belvin               3/20 

     John Meadows   3/21 

     Laura Nagy               3/22 

     Jill Whalen               3/24 

     Reggie Black               3/26 

     Patty DeRosa               3/26 

     Quentin (Q) Gross   3/26 

     Ken Watts               3/26 

     Margaret Bieman   3/27 

     Gary DeRosa               3/27 

     Steve Pelchat               3/28 

     Julia Davidson              3/29 
     John Nash               3/30  
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NATIONAL CORVETTE MUSEUM – NEWS AND UPDATES 

Paul Mitchell – QCCC Ambassador to the NCM 

March 2023 

Spring keeps getting closer, although looking at the thermometer says it’s already here.  We will certainly 

get some late winter weather, but this is nice as a sign of things to come. 

I am still asking for 3 things to be done as we start to ramp up activities. 

1.  Notify me of your membership status in the National Corvette Museum.  We had 109 families as Muse-

um members two years ago, and as of now my records indicate we have 95 families.  So, it seems there are 

still some missing names on my list.  I will send my list out soon for everyone to check.  Contact me if you 

have questions. 

2.  Make plans to attend the Michelin Bash at the Museum April 27-29.  There is lots of interest, especially 

with plant tours opening again.  We have a large contingent already signed up – you don’t want to miss this 

one, 

3.  Update your information in the club directory.  Check your address, phone numbers, Museum status, and 

listing of Corvette(s) that you own.  Here’s how to get to the update page on the QCCC website: 

 On the home page go to Membership, then to Membership Info. 

Scroll to the bottom and click on the bar, MEMBER INFORMATION UPDATE FORM. 

Enter password, click submit. 

Fill out information. 

Thank you for your help getting our records correct.   

Now get your Corvette shined and ready to hit the roads!  
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A Look Back 

This month you are in for a real treat. I am attaching for your enlightenment, a copy of the actual newslet-
ter from March/April of 1975.  After reading these 10 or so pages, stop and compare today's newsletter.  I 
think you will be amazed.  Keep in mind when we wrote our articles/reports we had to mail them to 
Travis who added his artwork, then he did the cover, compiled the reports, took them to a store with a 
copier, then addressed and stamped them and put them in the mail.  Now you are seeing why he is a Life-
time Achiever Award winner! 

 

Notice also the entire focus is on racing, including concerns that the Speedway might raise the fee of 
$250 for the weekend of the Corvette/Porsche Challenge.  We had about 25 members (plus some wives) 
at this time.  

 

I hope the newer members can really enjoy this look back.  Officers for 1976 were President Trais Mere-
dith, Secretary Sharon Meredith, and Treasurer Bill Cruthis. 

 

Then, we had no computers, voice mail, Twitter, Linked In, Instagram, Facebook, just typewriter, paper, 
and pen.  

 

We’ve come a long way baby from 47 years ago! 

 

The great old days of QCCC. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Bill Cruthis 
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WANTED/NEEDED anyone who takes pictures or videos with their phone or camera!!! 
  
If you go to an event and take pictures/videos – please upload them to the QCCC photo library. That way 
they can be shared by all members! 
 
We could also use members to volunteer to take pictures during the events. If you are interested and want to 
do that, please contact me via email : cb8613vette.gmail.com. 
  
Here are the instructions on how to upload your pictures/videos: 

 
Do you have club Photographs or Videos you would like to share? 
  
To upload to the “QCCC Photo Gallery”, copy the web link below into your web browser and follow the 
screen prompts. 

 
https://qcccphoto.smugmug.com/upload/rZ6vZk/QCCCMemberGallery 
  

Please send an email to photo@queencitycorvette.com or cb8613vette@gmail.com with a notation of the 
Date and Event for which the Pictures/Videos were taken. 

The mail message will notify the Club’s “QCCC Photo Gallery” administrator that new  
Pictures/Videos were recently posted so they can be added to the public viewing web site. 
 

Thanks! 

 
Carl Bartlett 
Cell : 704-281-8673 
email : CB8613Vette@gmail.com 

To All QCCC Members:  

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcb8613vette.gmail.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceced2ad84ba64d5ac06e08d95a8c1013%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637640379874041339%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2l
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fqcccphoto.smugmug.com%2Fupload%2FrZ6vZk%2FQCCCMemberGallery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceced2ad84ba64d5ac06e08d95a8c1013%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637640379874051294%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ
mailto:photo@queencitycorvette.com
mailto:cb8613vette@gmail.com
mailto:CB8613Vette@gmail.com
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Join Queen City Corvette Club on Facebook 

Queen City Corvette Club has two Facebook Pages 

 

QCCC Members is a ‘closed’ group for paid QCCC Members 

www.facebook.com/groups/409674005715403/ 

• Members have to ask to join 

• Once approved, any member can freely post your photos, car events, videos, 

and share/post Corvette related news. 

 

Queen City Corvette Club is an ‘open’ page for anyone on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/QueenCityCorvette/ 

• Anyone on Facebook can “like” and “follow” our events 

• Only our Facebook Administrators can post on this page [just ask and we will 

post for you]. 

Catch the latest QCCC news by joining us on Facebook! 

Sponsored by: 


